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I just don’t think it will be for the full 12 years because 
we follow a procedure for these types of requests. 
It’s based on a number of factors. 

Councilman William Wadsworth 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


A third tax abatement for 2005 
is being considered now that 
Romulus officials have agreed to 
a public hearing to discuss giving 
a local fabricating company a 12- 
year tax break. 

Woolf Aircraft Products is 
seeking a tax break for the maxi¬ 
mum number of years allowed 
by the state in an application 
filed Oct 31 with the city. The 
company, which is located at 
6401 Cogswell Road, is hoping 
the city will agree to slash taxes 
on a 42,000 square foot expan¬ 
sion it is planning. The city and 
the manufacturer will discuss 
the plan at 7 p.m. Dec. 12 at city 
hall, 11111 Wayne Road. 

If granted, the abatement will 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


The roof is coming down at 
Romulus City Hall, and it’s not just 
a figure of speech this time. 

City council members voted to 
replace the roof of at the aging city 
hall facility. Several imperfections 
have made it too costly to repair, 
said Councilman William 
Wadsworth 

“That building was built around 
1970, and as far as I can remember, 
we never had a new roof,” he said. 
“There was asbestos removal in 


be the third granted to an indus¬ 
trial company located in 
Romulus. Aztec Manufacturing, 
a supplier that creates precision 
cast iron forgings for the automo¬ 
tive industry, received a six-year 
tax break in March. That abate¬ 
ment gave the company a 50 per¬ 
cent reduction in the assessed 
tax liability on a $3.2 million 
expansion at the Oakwood Street 
facility. 

General Motors also received 


We’ve done some repairs 
over the years. But I 
do think it’s time to 
replace the roof. 

William Wadsworth 


the early 1990s, and they took some 
stuff out of there. We’ve done some 
repairs over the years. But I do 
think it’s time (to replace the 


a 12-year abatement this sum¬ 
mer on $37 million in improve¬ 
ments to its engine plant on 
Ecorse Road. 

Woolf Aircraft Products is a 
company that creates tube fabri¬ 
cations for the airline and auto¬ 
motive industries. The company 
opened in Romulus 18 years ago 
and is expanding its facility from 
52,000 square feet to 42,000 
square feet, according to is 
abatement application. New 


roof).” 

Repairs to the city police sta¬ 
tion will also be made, though in 
that case, only a few fixes were 
needed. That building, which is 
more than 50 years old, was once 
the only city elementary school. It 
was taken over by the city when 
Romulus was forced to create a 
local police department in 1981. 

‘The city was forced to create a 
police department in six weeks, 
and there were some changes 
made to the inside of the building,” 

See Roof, page 3 


equipment the company will 
purchase includes tube benders, 
forming machines and other 
welding equipment The project 
will cost the company $4.6 mil¬ 
lion and add about eight new 
jobs. 

Councilman William 
Wadsworth said the city would 
consider the application and 
likely grant the company a tax 
break, though it may not be for 
all of the 12 years. 

“I just don’t think it will be for 
the full 12 years because we fol¬ 
low a procedure for these types 
of requests,” he said. “It’s based 
on a number of factors, and this 
will only save about 89 jobs and 
create eight new ones. That’s a 
big factor” 

See Breaks page 3 

Gas fax 
could bring 
more binds 

Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


New residential construction 
is expected to provide some 
extra tax money for Romulus 
from a little known source. 

City council members voted to 
add 31 new local streets, or 
17,000 feet of road in new subdi¬ 
visions, to the local streets sys¬ 
tem. The expected move will net 
the city anywhere from $65,000 
to $70,000 dollars in gas taxes, 
which are used to maintain 
roads during the winter months 
according to state law. 

“The new funds are greatly 
needed and must be used for 
road maintenance per the law,” 
said Councilman William 
Wadsworth. “Those are the 
funds we used to plow streets 
and things like that We needed 
to be able to tap into those 
funds.” 

The new streets are specifi¬ 
cally located in the Highland of 
Romulus, Avalon Meadows and 
the Fairways of Gateway subdivi¬ 
sions, which comprise more than 
500 single family homes. 

Wadsworth said it was imper¬ 
ative for the city to act now to 
add these roads, some of which 
have existed for quite a while. 

“It’s just a formality, but we 
needed to designate this,” he 
said. 

See Tax, page 3 



Great gifts 


Students at Merriman Elementary School who showed exceptional discipline in their studies won 
books and specially-made basketballs that looked like literary characters last week during a raffle. 
The Positive Discipline Program is designed to help students cultivate good study habits and 
impulse control. Shown here are (first row) Rebecca Nowicki, Angela Langston, Miryea Sturdivant, 
Ronnie Rodgers, Colin McWilliams and Jasmine Morrison. In the back row are Nathan Wilkerson 
and Jacob Segur. 


Police, city facilities get roof, repairs 
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Time for tradition 

Museum Festival of Trees draws crowds 
from throughout area during holidays 


will bring in their parents, grand¬ 
parents and other people they 
know,” she said. “It’s a great way 
to get new and different people 
into the museum.” 

Tree-trimming participants are 
required to bring in their own tree 
or wreath to decorate with their 
choice of theme and decorations. 
Phillip Miller, president of the 
Belleville Area Council for the 
Arts, said their group decided on a 
musical-themed tree covering the 
branches with various musical 
composers. 

“We decorate one every year. 
It’s a council tradition and a good 
reason for the holidays,” he said. 

Donna Riley from Meijer, also 
adorned a tree last week in red, 
white and Meijer decorations to 
represent the Belleville store. 

“We’re doing some really awe¬ 
some stuff in the community now 
and this is a cool way to give 
back,” said Riley, a Wayne resi¬ 
dent 

Other trees and wreaths 
already set to shine are several by 
the museum historical society. 
One tree will take visitors to 
Germany for Christmas by featur¬ 
ing different traditions of the 
country. A second tree by a histori- 
cal society member is a dog- 
themed tree covered in doggy 


Donna Riley, a Wayne resident and representative from Meijer, also 
adorned a tree last week in red, white and Meijer decorations to rep¬ 
resent the Belleville store. 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The weather outside may be 
frightful, but inside the Belleville 
Area Museum, holiday cheer is 
ready to be shared during the 
annual Festival of Holiday Trees. 

From now until Dec. 29, more 
than 40 different trees and 
wreaths decorated with lights, 
ornaments and other festive items 
will be on display from noon to 4 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday at 
the museum, located at 405 Main 
St in downtown Belleville. 

The 10th annual exhibit which 


is now considered a holiday tradi¬ 
tion, is also the center of holiday 
activities, according to Diane 
Wilson, director of the Belleville 
Area Museum. 

“My favorite part about the 
event is seeing all the different 
trees,” she said. 

Throughout the entire month, 
the festival of trees brings in a 
crowd of more than 1,000 visitors 
from all around the Metro-Detroit 
area, Wilson said. 

“People from the Belleville 
community will bring in their rel¬ 
atives visiting for the holidays and 
the groups who decorate the trees 


Phillip Miller, president of the Belleville Area Council for the Arts, said 
their group-which decorates a tree every year-decided on a musical- 
themed tree covering the leaves with various musical memorabilia. 


dishes, different breeds of the 
furry-friends and even a dog nativ¬ 
ity scene on the side. Another 
tree-tradition is the historical 
society stocking tree, which dou¬ 
bles as a fundraiser for the group. 

“Each member fills the stock¬ 
ings full of money throughout the 
year to raise funds for the muse¬ 
um,” said Wilson. “People have 
been doing this for years, even 
before the museum was even 
here.” 

Some new trees on display this 
year include ones from the Red 
Hat Society, the Mom’s Group of 
the First United Methodist 
Church, Marti’s Gift Gallery, Cub 
Scout Pack 821 and State Senator 


Bruce Patterson and the Sumpter 
Township Republican Club. 

There are also plenty of old- 
favorites, like the Habitat House, 
covered in pictures of their pro- 
jects; the Huron Valley 
Conservative Club, which is giving 
away free bird seed and the chil¬ 
dren’s favorite—the McDonald’s 
tree decorated in different Happy 
Meal toys. 

Wlson said there are also holi¬ 
day treats and treasures for sale 
in the gift shop and the nickel and 
dime store during the festival of 
holiday trees. 

“The event really makes the 
community feel a part of the 
museum,” she said. 


WELCOME 

Theodore Densley M.D. 
and 

PRO-MED Services 
welcome new patients. 



We specialize in pain management, trauma injury 
related to auto accidents and work accidents. 


Physical Therapy • EMG • X-ray Available 


Theodore Densley M.D. & PRO-MED Services 

355 Main Street • Belleville, MI 

Call for appointment: (734) 697-9539 




strop 

Got Old Junk? 

Is it Paper? Is it Metal? 

We pay 2!4 Cents per Pound 

Newspaper, Magazines, Cardboard, Junk Mail and Office Paper. 
We buy Aluminum, Copper, Brass and all other types of metal. 

Call For Current Prices! 

Our hours are 7 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday 
And 8 am to Noon on Saturday 

We are located at 30880 Smith Rd in Romulus between Memman and Middlebelt 
Cali us for current prices or directions 

( 734 ) 721-0197 



Vaulted Ceilings 
Gas Fireplace 
Year Round Veranda 
2 Car Attached Garage , 

Club House w/Pool & Fitness Room 
OPEN: Mon - Sat lOam-Spm 


Sundays 11am -5pm 


www.classictradition.com 


Reserved For 
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City not worried about jobs, home sales link 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


The overall jobs picture in the 
state might be of concern in some 
cities, but it’s not impacting 
development in Romulus. 

Romulus is the site of 1,200 
new homes, some of which are 
still in the planning stages, 
according to city officials. And 
they all agree they are not afraid 
the city will have numerous 
unoccupied homes even if some 
of the predictions about layoffs at 
GM and the constant stream of 
manufacturing job losses come to 
pass. 


“One thing that I’ve noticed 
about the City of Romulus is that 
homes are selling faster than in 
some of our neighbors, like 
Taylor,” said Tim Keyes, econom¬ 
ic development director for 
Romulus. “I think if the market 
came to a grinding halt, we’d 
obviously be more concerned. 
But there’s still a lot of activity 
right now.” 

Home sales statistics for 
Romulus are not tracked by the 
city, but statewide sales estimates 
indicate the red hot housing mar¬ 
ket might be cooling. Either way, 
Keyes said it’s especially impor¬ 
tant at times like this to keep an 


eye on the market 

“We watch his very closely so 
we can anticipate some of the cir¬ 
cumstances that might come,” he 
said. “Though we watch the mar¬ 
ket, it doesn’t mean we’re wor¬ 
ried because we’ve performed so 
well” 

Romulus is one of several 
area communities that have a lot 
of hopes pinned on new home 
development Taylor has several 
residential projects under way, 
Inkster is expected to build about 
500 new homes. 

During the past five years, 
Romulus officials have aggres¬ 
sively courted home builders and 


developers to increase the city 
tax base. But cities can’t always 
control what get put on their land 
because state laws prohibit that, 
Keyes said. 

“A developer can build as 
many homes as he wants as long 
as he is in compliance with all 
local zoning specifications and 
ordinances,” he said. “We’re not 
allowed to control it from there. 
But we can only assume that the 
developers have really done 
their homework by building the 
right kinds of homes and pricing 
them correctly. In our case, I real¬ 
ly think we have. It’s all about 
what the market will bear” 


Councilman William 
Wadsworth said he has noticed 
some for sale signs, but that he 
doesn’t see an indication of slow¬ 
er home sales. 

“I’m not really worried,” he 
said. “I don’t think we’re going to 
have a glut of homes.” 

Michigan is still struggling 
with high unemployment, which 
is directly linked to home sales 
and foreclosures. In October, the 
seasonally adjusted unemploy¬ 
ment rate was 6.1 percent, down 
0.4 percent from the previous 
month, according to the State 
Department of Labor Market 
Statistics. 



Tax - New roads yield extra tax dollars 


FROM PAGE 1 


Public Act 51 of 1951 estab¬ 
lished the gas tax law as a way of 
making sure local municipalities 
have funds to ensure roads are 
passable. The law provides local 
governments a flat fee for each 
foot of roadway the city is 
responsible for maintaining, usu¬ 
ally minor and residential thor¬ 
oughfares. 


Currently, Michigan residents 
are taxed 19 cents for every gal¬ 
lon of gas they purchase, all of 
which is placed in a fund that is 
then distributed to local munici¬ 
palities based on the amount of 
local roads they have. That tax 
does not fluctuate when gas 
prices rise. 

The funds, once collected, are 
designated as part of the city 
local street fund. 


Breaks - Another economic tool 


FROM PAGE 1 


The points system the city 
uses assesses the number of 
years the company has been in 
the city, the amount of the abate¬ 
ment request, the amount of dol¬ 
lars generated by the expansion 
and the number of jobs provided 
or maintained. That information 
is then measured against set 
time intervals that determine 
the number of years the city will 
provide the tax break. 
Wadsworth said the city has 
given abatements for the full 12 
years and for as little as three 
years. 

Companies refused the full 
abatement, can return and ask 
for another tax break. 

But the question of tax abate- 
ments, and whether the city 
should continue to grant them to 
companies, was raised during 
the November election and are 
still very much on the minds of 
local officials today. 

Tim Keyes, the city economic 
development director, said he 
think the abatements offer the 
city as much as they the busi¬ 
nesses. 

“I’m sure that the council 
doesn’t love handing out abate¬ 
ments, but the fact is that there is 
so much to what an industrial 
business can offer a community,” 
he said. “First of all, the abate¬ 
ment is for a proposed expan¬ 
sion - so it doesn’t already exist, 
it’s something that was never 
there. So the taxes were never 
assessed, so it’s not something 
the residents need to make up 
for.” 

Keyes also said residual 
effects of having a manufacturer 
in a community also need to be 
considered. 

“You have to look at the gas 
people buy nearby their place of 


work, or the meals, and the pay- 
checks that are being spent in 
the community,” he said. “To not 
do that is a narrow view.” 

Wadsworth said this year has 
been slow in terms of abate¬ 
ments. 

“Some years we’ve given out 
six or seven,” he said. “We have 
to keep doing it because we have 


You have to look at the 
gas people buy nearby 
their place of work, or the 
meals, and the pay- 
checks that are being 
spent in the community. 
To not do that is 
a narrow view. 

Tim Keyes 


to keep people working. If the 
jobs are lost, we’d be in trouble.” 

But the city has, the last two 
decades, tightened its process 
for determining the length and 
scope of abatements. 

“When I first came here in 
1983, we were giving (tax breaks) 
out like candy,” he said. “But 
about four years later we re-eval- 
uated our procedure, and that’s 
when we came up with the 
points system.” 

The tax abatement law was 
put into place in the 1990s to 
encourage manufacturers to stay 
in Michigan. The law is available 
only to industrial companies 
because there is a higher risk 
that they will seek out other loca- 
tions where the cost of doing 
business is lower 


Romulus Senior High School students received accolades this week after they were awarded spe¬ 
cial student achievement plaques. The students were given the honor because they had remained 
on the principal’s honor roll for six consecutive semesters. Pictured here are (first row) Ashley 
Moss, Bradley Bills and Jennifer Lammers. In the second row are: Jonathan McLachlan, Megan 
Bearman, Amanda Nowicki, and Carla Anderson. In all, about 30 students received honors for 
remaining on the honor roll - which means they maintained a 3.5 grade point average - for four or 
six semesters. 


ROOf - New repairs at city hall will be completed quickly 


FROM PAGE 1 


Wadsworth said. “But I don’t think 
they’ve replaced the roof on that 
building” He added that in neither 
case were the expenses unexpect¬ 
ed. 

The local police department 
was created when the Wayne 
County Sheriff withdrew from a 
contract to provide local police ser¬ 
vices to Romulus. 

The city received three bid 
packages for the materials and 
labor for the city hall roof. Fisher 
Roofing Co. in Dearborn Heights 
offered to do the work for $34,362, 
MW Mross Roofing Inc. of 
Romulus offered to do the work for 
$38,830, and Holbrooks Roofing Co. 
in Trenton bid $48,000 for the 
work 

The city selected MW Morss 
because it was the only company 
that offered a 15-year warranty on 
the new roof, said city purchasing 
coordinator Lynn Conway. 

Morss Roofing was also chosen 
to complete repairs on the police 


department roof for $13,925 with¬ 
out having to bid on the job. 
Because leaks are determined to 
be severe in nature, Carl Brooks, 
the department of public works 
director, said, “the leaks in this 
roof are veiy advanced and for this 
reason, we would request autho¬ 
rization to forego the bid process.” 


Brooks said the work on the 
police department roof needs to be 
completed immediately, and that 
Morss has a long-standing relation¬ 
ship with the city. The city charter 
allows the city to forego bid 


processes when an expenditure is 
deemed by the city council as an 
emergency 

Funds for the city hall and 
police department repairs will 
come from the Building Authority- 
General Government Construction 
account and the Building Grounds 
and Capital Outlay Account, 


respectively. Both accounts are 
part of the general fund. 

The roof on city hall will be tom 
off in a matter of weeks, and will 
only take about three days to 
replace, Wadsworth said. 


—-—-- 

The city was forced to create a police department in 
six weeks, and there were some changes made to 
the inside of the building. But I don't think 
they’ve replaced the roof on that building 

Councilman William Wadsworth 
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union files for labor arbitration 


Firefighters’ 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 

Troy Scott, a labor relations 
specialist from the Michigan 
Association of Fire Fighters 
(MAFF) and representative for the 
Van Buren Township Fire Fighters 
Association, has once again filed 
for arbitration against the town¬ 
ship. The filing cites four addition¬ 
al grievances, making a total of 
seven complaints filed against the 
township for alleged union con¬ 
tract violations, unfair labor prac¬ 
tices and terminations. 

“MAFF believes the firefighters 
of Van Buren Township deserve 
better and the residents that they 
protect deserve better as well,” 
said Scott in a recent written state¬ 
ment to the media “An attempt is 
being made to undermine the Van 
Buren Fire Fighters Association 


for asserting their legally protect¬ 
ed rights to address grievances 
that have occurred through MAFF 
The majority of men and women 
of the Van Buren fire fighters 
union risk their safety on a part- 
time basis to ensure the safety of 
the residents and do not think 
twice about doing so. The resi¬ 
dents of the township need to let 
their elected officials know the 
type of treatment the firefighters 
are receiving will not be tolerat¬ 
ed.” 

The grievances resulted from 
the termination of three firefight¬ 
ers— Ken Burke, Pat Laskaska 
and Steve Wygonik—along with 
alleged improper disciplinary 
actions against a firefighter and 
the failure of the township admin¬ 
istration to fill the fire inspector 
position when the current fire 
inspector was absent, Scott said. 


Included in the charges are 
alleged unilateral changes in the 
terms of the collective bargaining 
agreement, an increased proba¬ 
tionary period of the firefighters, a 
refusal to pay firefighters for obey¬ 
ing a direct order to turn in their 
equipment on their own time, 
changes in station assignments 
affecting wages, hours and work¬ 
ing conditions and interference 
with a local union election by Van 
Buren Township Director of 
Public Safety Gerry Champagne, 
according to the union 

Champagne said he could not 
comment on any of the issues 
because of the pending case, but 
noted that much of the informa¬ 
tion stated by the union was inac¬ 
curate and misleading. 

“If you call a police officer, or a 
plumber, or someone to do a cer¬ 
tain job, you expect them to have 


the certifications for what you 
called them for,” said Champagne. 

The township position is that 
the three probationary-firefighters 
were let go because they were not 
properly certified. Union repre¬ 
sentatives, however, said the three 
firefighters were not on probation 
and tried to complete their train¬ 
ing, but were not allowed to do so. 

The arbitrator will now decide 
if just cause existed to terminate 
the three firefighters. 

“The township has the respon¬ 
sibility to train these people,” said 
Scott. “They terminated three fire¬ 
fighters for allegedly not having 
the requirements, but the fire 
chief went without a medical (first- 
responders) license for seven 
years while employed. So they’re 
going to hold three firefighters to 
one standard, yet not hold the 
chief to the same standards. The 


union has a very serious problem 
with that and so should the resi¬ 
dents ofVan Buren Township.” 

Fire Chief A1 Smolen could not 
be reached for comment 

Scott said arbitration is pend¬ 
ing for the unfair labor practice 
claims and contract violation. A 
hearing with the Michigan 
Employment Relations Commis¬ 
sion is set for March on that claim, 
while the arbitration hearing for 
the firefighters is scheduled for 
January There is no date set as of 
now for the four other grievances. 

The Van Buren Township Fire 
Department currently has about 
32 on-call firefighters. 

“We have a great admiration for 
our on-call firefighters,” said 
Champagne. “We don’t want the 
rest of the firefighters to be affect¬ 
ed by this because we have some 
really good people.” 


ExxonMobil provides $500 grant to Rawsonville Elementary School 


Rawsonville Elementary School in 
Belleville recently received a $500 grant 
from the ExxonMobil Educational Alliance 
program. The grant was made possible by 
Jim Safiedine, owner of the Mobil station 
located at 2120 Rawsonville Road. 

“We’re very excited and very grateful to 
Mr. Safiedine and Mobil,” said Susan 
Farber, principal of the school. ‘Jim has 
been a long time supporter of Rawsonville 
School and is dedicated to giving back to 
the neighborhood.” 

Now in its fifth year, the ExxonMobil 


Educational Alliance program has con¬ 
tributed $9.5 million to educational institu¬ 
tions across the nation. This year, Exxon 
Mobil provided $2 million to schools in 44 
states and the District of Columbia, along 
with 4,000 grants for $500 each. 

“ExxonMobil is proud of the impact the 
Educational Alliance program has in our 
communities across the country,” said 
Mark Shores, U.S. retail sales director for 
ExxonMobil. “Through our local service 
stations we recognize the tremendous 
value in investing in the education of our 


youth.” 

The Educational Alliance program is a 
grassroots community initiative that gives 
local retailers the opportunity to invest in 
the future of their communities through 
educational grants to neighborhood 
schools. Under this program, an Exxon or 
Mobil retailer can identify a school in their 
community who could best benefit from 
this program. 

In 2004, Educational Alliance grants 
were used to enhance school technology 
programs, allowing the purchase of innova¬ 


tive computer software, reading, math and 
technology programs. Schools also utilized 
the funds for new books, student leadership 
training, exploratory science laboratories 
and fine arts programs. 

“ExxonMobil has been a long-standing 
supporter of education programs around 
the world. Through numerous grant and 
scholarship programs, employee volun¬ 
teers and matching gift programs, 
ExxonMobil continues to improve the qual¬ 
ity of education in communities where we 
live and work,” Shores said. 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 

Pursuant to Michigan Public Act 207 of 1921, as amended (The City and Village 
Zoning Act), notice is hereby given that the City of Romulus will hold a public hear¬ 
ing at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 19, 2005, for the purpose of considering a 
proposed amendment to the Zoning Map. The public hearing will be held at the 
Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, 11111 Wayne, Romulus, MI 48174-1485. 

The Planning Commission has set the public hearing to consider a request to rezone 
approximately 7.37+- acres DP’s#, 82-80-114-99-0003-000; 82-80-114-99-0002- 
000; 82-80-114-99-0001-000 from C-2, General Business District to Rl-B, Single 
Family Residential District. The subject site is located on the south side of Eureka 
Road between Inkster and Middlebelt Roads. Copies of the application are available 
for review at City Hall during regular business hours. 



All interested parties are encouraged to attend and will be given an opportunity to 
comment on said request. Written comments may be submitted until 12:00 noon, 
Monday, December 19, 2005, and should be addressed to Cynthia I. Lyon, AICp[ 
City Planner, Economic Development Department, 11111 Wayne, Romulus, MI 
48174-1485. 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 

Publish: December 1,2005 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
Wayne County, Michigan 
1954 PA 188 Proceedings 

Notice of Street Lighting Special Assessment Hearing 

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWN¬ 
SHIP OF VAN BUREN, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER 
INTERESTED PERSONS: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that as a result of petitions by the developer and property 
owners within the Township signed by the record owners of land whose footage con¬ 
stitutes more than 50 percent of the total footage of the hereinafter described as 
Country Walk Condominiums Phases 1 & 2 Street Lighting Special Assessment 
District and the Township Board of the Charter Township ofVan Buren proposes to 
purchase, construct and maintain street lights and to create a special assessment dis¬ 
trict for the recovery of the cost thereof by special assessment against the properties 
benefited therein 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the District within which the foregoing 
improvements are proposed to be constructed and within which the cost thereof is 
proposed to be assessed is more particularly described as follows: Country Walk 
Condominiums Phases 1 & 2,177 lots inclusive. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township has received a preliminary 
street lighting layout plan from Detroit Edison indicating 36 street lights to be con¬ 
structed with an annual operating cost of $11,179.16. This plan is on file at the 
Township Clerk’s Office and is available for examination and will further be avail¬ 
able at the public hearing. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a public hearing upon the proposed street 
lighting project design and cost will be held at the Charter Township of Van Buren 
Municipal Center at 46425 Tyler Road, Belleville, Michigan, commencing at 7:30 
p.m on December 20, 2005. 

At such hearing, the board will consider any written objections to any of the forego¬ 
ing matters which might be filed with said board at or prior to the time of said hear¬ 
ing as well as any revisions, corrections, amendments, or changes to said Plans, 
Estimates and Costs or to said Special Assessment District. 

All interested persons are invited to be present at the aforesaid time and place and to 
submit comments concerning any of the foregoing. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations can be 
made available with advance notice. 

Township Clerk Joannie Payne 
46425 Tyler Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

Publish: December 1, 2005 
December 8, 2005 
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Something had to give 

It may be a coincidence, but a couple of things happened last week 
with the potential to impact the education of our children. 

First, the Bush administration has begun to tweak the No Child 
Left Behind law to provide for a more realistic measure of student 
performance. It would allow states to use a ‘growth model’ to deter¬ 
mine if schools are making adequate yearly progress, giving them 
credit for academic growth of individual students even if their scores 
fall short of state standards. 

Currently, the system centers on where all groups of students in a 
given school meet standards. Schools must continue to progress, even 
if they are already above state and federal standards. 

The other development was a judicial ruling that said the federal 
government didn’t have to pay for programs it mandated in the No 
Child Left Behind Act of2001. 

The latter has been a continual gripe from school officials; they 
have been forced to adhere to these standards without being given 
the funding to make them achievable goals. 

Several school districts in Michigan, Texas and Vermont filed suit, 
but U.S. District Judge Bernard FTiedman ruled last week that if 
Congress had intended to fully fund the programs, it would have 
made provisions in the legislation. 

It could be quite a blow for local districts, who are already dealing 
with stagnant revenue streams and dramatically increasing costs of 
doing business - from spikes in utility bills to skyrocketing insurance 
rates and cost of living wage increases for employees. 

It makes sense to change the legislation somewhat, because the 
current regulations didn’t provide an adequate picture of the 
improvement within our schools, nor provide school officials with 
much hope that they would ever be able to meet those obligations no 
matter how well their staffs did their jobs. 

It’s a much better change than the one dictated in the dismissal of 
the lawsuit, which essentially tells schools to figure out their own way 
to do it 

This group’s name says it all 

It’s hard to think of a more aptly named group of people than the 
Goodfellows. 

Barring the inherent gender bias, this is an organization that con¬ 
sistently does a lot of good at what could be a particularly bleak time 
ofyear 

Here’s an organization that always has to deal with a few contra¬ 
dictory realities: They are dependent on donations to help people 
during the holidays at a time when people don’t necessarily have 
much extra to give to help their neighbors. 

It’s true this year more than ever, which in itself seems to be some¬ 
thing we hear every year 

But the Goodfellows always seem to rise to the challenge, and all of 
our communities are better for it 

It’s an interesting group of people because they are so diverse and 
they go about their donation drives - and their Christmas disperse- 
ments - in different ways. In Westland, for instance, the group still 
braves the increasingly crowded streets near the increasingly crowd¬ 
ed mall - and elsewhere - to sell their annual holiday newspaper. 
They make a competition out of it, with the fire and police depart¬ 
ments vying for bragging rights. And everyone in the city knows that 
when those two organizations compete against each other in one of 
their many good-natured rivalries, the community itself is the ulti¬ 
mate winner. Then they put on a community ‘shopping day 5 in the 
Westland Friendship Center where volunteers gather together the 
toys and other items to give to the families. It’s certainly a feel-good 

See Goodfellows, page 6 
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Opinion 


An odd mixture of emotions 



I always look forward to new building projects 
with a strange mixture of optimism and cynicism. 

I’m always optimistic that they’ll turn out looking 
good and they’ll benefit the city in terms of raising 
the bar, increasing the tax base, bringing in more 
people and all that At the same time, I’m always a 
bit pessimistic that all of those things will happen. 

That’s why I’m a bit cautious about the new pro¬ 
ject going in off Brush Street here in Wayne. Sure, it 
looks good on paper, but a lot of things have come 
through recently that have looked good on paper, 
won city approvals and then failed to materialize in 
that form, for one reason or another. 

I don’t know what it is, maybe it’s something 
about the city itself or the business climate in gener¬ 
al, but it seems people are reluctant to push the bar 
here. Developers only seem to want to do the barest 
minimum they need to meet ordinances and getting 
them to put any money other than that into their 
projects must be like pulling teeth. 

I’ve never understood that philosophy If I were 
to start up a business, redevelop an old site or build 
something new, I’d want it to the best thing possible. 
I would never subscribe to the attitude that it was 
good enough for the neighborhood unless it was bet¬ 
ter than everything else around it How else would I 
inspire others to invest more money, and how else 
will the city ever move forward? There’s only so 
much that city officials can do in that respect 

The most recent example that comes to my mind 
is a new housing development on Howe Street just 


north of Forest I never believed 
someone could fit six homes 
there and now that they’re up, I 
still think I was right They’ve been under construc¬ 
tion for a while now, and they’re still not completely 
finished off I know because I drive by them almost 
every time I go home (usually, I just take another 
route so I don’t have to look at them). 

I reserved judgment for a while, thinking that 
maybe they’d look a little better once they were fin¬ 
ished. I shrugged my shoulders and made jokes 
about them going on the weed list before their 
addresses were even posted on the front But now 
that work there shows at least the beginning of the 
end, I can’t imagine them looking like anything 
other than a small military barracks, no matter how 
much landscaping they put up around them. Work 
hasn’t even started on the improvement of the near¬ 
by party store, either, although that was approved 
and hailed by city officials earlier this year, too. 

Who knows, maybe I just need to give it a little 
more time. The houses on my block all started their 
‘lives’ as the same kind of cookie cutter, 1,008- 
square-foot rectangles. In the 60 odd years since, 
homeowners have since added onto them and given 
the street a bit of individual charm. It could happen 
there, too. Well, maybe. 

Hopefully, my concerns about the Brush Street 
property will prove unfounded, too. But then I 
always root for my optimistic side to overcome my 
pessimistic one. 



Exodus of young professionals is damaging 


About six years ago, I worked for a subcontractor 
on site at Delphi Automotive Systems, which is now 
dominating the news because it filed for bankruptcy. 

My cohorts and I looked and acted like normal 
employees of the world’s largest automotive parts 
supplier, which was then still a part of General 
Motors. The only difference - if you don’t count that 
we earned half as much as regular employees in 
terms of pay and benefits - is that we wore yellow 
badges. 

My theory is that we wore a different colored 
badge so bonified GM/Delphi employees would 
know who they could push around. My dear readers 
- all five of you - can probably guess by now that this 
was not a positive experience for me. 

But my experience - and the experiences of 
thousands of other “contract workers” - illustrates 
point not too many people talk about today. 

It also, in a roundabout way, affects local commu¬ 
nities, like Inkster, Romulus and Westland, that are 
pinning their hopes for economic revitalization on 
the construction of new homes that younger people 
like myself will someday purchase. 

You see, these cities rightfully believe that if you 
can bring in residents, many fiscal problems will 
disappear because the new residents would expand 
their tax base. But my question is, what if the 


demand for the homes is less 
than expected? 

That brings me back to con¬ 
tract workers, and the fact that 
the auto companies were disintegrating long before 
it became front-page news. In the late 1980s, the Big 
Three and other large companies began contracting 
with temporary employment firms to secure warm 
bodies to perform functions deemed non-essential, 
like administrative and clerical work The automak¬ 
ers - and many other companies - paid a flat fee to 
the services, which then gave the employee about 
half of that amount 

But then, when the companies realized they 
would not have to pay for benefits or pay Social 
Security taxes on the warm bodies, they expanded 
the reach of temporary employment to include busi¬ 
ness analysts, engineers, marketing professionals, 
chemists and research personnel and accountants. 
This was supposed to make the companies more 
competitive. 

Apparently, it didn’t work 

Naturally, the automotive companies booted 
these people during the recession in 2001, and con¬ 
tinue to do so in the present crunch, without having 

See Jobs, page 6 
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FeeliiT blue on 
lie Lonl’s day 



Needing a few things from the store, I 
pulled into a parking spot at a Kmart The 
weather that Sunday was wild, unusual for 
November; warm temperatures with 
winds were gusting to 50 mph. 

As I got out of the car, I noticed a young 
woman trying to unload large boxes from 
the back of a Jeep. She was an African- 
American woman in her mid- 20s. I tell 
you this because most of the African - 
American folks I know religiously honor 
their Gk)d on Sunday, and because of what 
I said to this young woman. 

As she struggled with the boxes., I 
offered to help. 

“Thank you,” she said quietly and 
smiled. 

“What’s this? “ 

“It’s a floor display for Pantene 
Shampoo,” she told me. 

“What? You better hope your mama 
doesn’t catch you working on Sunday,” I 
said kidding, expecting a laugh from her. 

“I know,” she said ever so softly. “I feel 
terrible about working on the Lord’s Day.” 

Oh, boy, I just made this young woman 
feel worse than she was already feeling. 

She explained that she didn’t have a 
choice and had to install the display that 
day because of a deadline. I finished load¬ 
ing the boxes onto the shopping cart and 
started pushing it toward the store. 

You bet I was thinking as fast as I could, 
on how to try and lighten the heaviness of 
her feeling that I had certainly helped get 
heavier with my cute remark. 

“I look at it this way,” I said attempting 
to remove my foot from my mouth. “I figure 


the Lord gives us each day, and as long as 
we live that day in an honorable way, giv¬ 
ing something to others, being kind to our¬ 
selves, we’re doin’ just what the Lord 
wants. So, every day is the Lord’s day.” 

She thought about it and said, “I can 
always make it up later in the week.” 

“As far as guilt goes,” I said. “I try not to 
buy into that, cause it usually isn’t warrant¬ 
ed if you live a good life. And, it seems like 
you try to live a good life.” 

She smiled. My words seem to make 
sense to her. 

I pushed the cart over to the service 
desk and said good-bye. 

“Thank you,” she said. “I really appreci¬ 
ate your kindness.” 

I walked away feeling pretty good think¬ 
ing about how sometimes we so easily 
allow guilt to steal from being happy. Oh, 
I’m not saying forget about guilt, we 
should, and need to feel guilt when it’s 
appropriate. 

I believe God put us here to be happy, 
joyous and free. However, it seems that a 
lot of God wannabees do all they can to try 
to take away that happiness. That’s when I 
have to remember that I am in charge, and 
refuse to buy into judgments, expectations 
and demands from others on how I should 
live my life. 

• 

You can reach Jerry at mww.jerrystanec- 
kicom and/or order his book. “Life is a Joke 
and God wrote it?’ at P.O. Box 121 Bloomfield 
Hills, Mi 48301. Save $4.50 on the book and 
pay only $15 with coupon from the Journal 
Newspaper: 


Goodfellows 

FROM PAGE 5 


evening. 

In Belleville, Goodfellows use the 
paper drive, too, as well as other fundrais¬ 
ers. 

Wayne Goodfellows begin their drive 
this week, with a benefit tonight at Jake’s 
Again Tavern and another next Friday at 
the Wayneland Eagles building. The pub¬ 
lic is welcome to both. Rather than give 
out the actual presents, they provide gift 


cards and vouchers to parents, so that the 
gifts their children get are more personal¬ 
ized, and that’s a neat thing, too. 

With the much-publicized state of the 
economy, as well as the threat of skyrock¬ 
eting utility costs, stagnant or increasing 
unemployment rates and the fact that 
many of us have already chipped in to 
help victims of Hurricane Katrina and 
Rita, the need may truly be greater than 
ever and donations may be harder to 
come by. 

Fortunately, we have organizations like 
The Goodfellows and plenty of goodheart- 
ed people around, who always step up. 


Jobs 

FROM PAGE 5 


to provide severance pay or extend any 
benefits. And fewer and fewer people - 
most in the white-collar sector - get the 
opportunity for the stability auto compa¬ 
nies have traditionally provided. 

These are precisely the people being 
courted by cities like Inkster and Romulus, 
where 500 and 1,200 homes are either 
under construction or slated for construc¬ 
tion. And according to the 2000 census, so 
many coveted young people - many of 
whom went to college - have left the state. 
We lost one Electoral College seat, which is 
directly tied to state population estimates. 

If the state was creating new jobs and 
attracting new industries, it would likely 
make the situation better for the cities. But 
it’s not - and that’s not the fault of city offi¬ 
cials in any of these communities. 

Today’s young people did all of the right 
things - went to college or some technical 
school to improve their employment out¬ 
look- and are meeting with industries that 
disregard their skills. In the booming 
1990s, budding professionals bought into 
the notion that you could work for one 


company and be paid by another without 
the fear of losing your job. But today, after 
the American manufacturers have shed 
more than 10,000 contingent workers, new 
graduates are less likely to accept this 
scheme. 

They’re not going to stay here because 
it’s the only way they can get into their 
field of choice - they’ll move to the thriving 
southern states to work in industries that 
are more people-centered, or they’ll work 
for foreign automakers. 

The state needs to ask industries that 
will likely ask for huge tax breaks to locate 
here not only how many jobs they will pro¬ 
vide, but how many jobs will lead to better 
opportunities for Michigan residents. 

The stress of working on shifting sands 
came to head for me on a cold day in 
October 1999 - one year and three days 
after I first stepped into the Delphi Seating 
Systems facility in Warren. 

What if, somewhere in the Pol'd or GM 
empire, a young automotive designer who 
had an idea for the next popular passenger 
car got stressed out because the company 
did not think enough of his or her work to 
invest in their future, and took his idea for 
the Ford Taurus or the Thunderbird down 
south to Toyota? 

It could - and probably has - happened. 
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Township OKs $16.1 million 
basin to prevent flooding 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 

Van Buren Township trustees 
approved the start of a $16.1 million wet 
weather equalization basin recently 
designed to increase current sewer capa¬ 
bilities and prevent flooding 

According to Patti Duha, director of 
water and sewer for the township, this will 
be a new system for Van Buren Tbwnship. 

“During heavy rain events water gets 
into the system from ground water and 
manholes,” she said. “Back in the 80s, the 
township did a sanitary sewer study to 
determine what manholes would need to 
be repaired. It was later determined that 
rather than repair them, it would be more 
cost-effective to do this. The basin will 
capture wet weather and store it until it 
can be discharged at a later time so the 
sewers won’t get overwhelmed by the 
flows.” 

The basin, located on 5 acres at the 
north end of Lower Huron Metropark just 
west of Hannan Road and south of 
Wabash Road, is the best alternative to 
assure that the township can meet current 
and future sanitary sewer needs while 
maximizing the use of the current contract 
capabilities, Duha said. 

“It has been known for some time that 
the outlet capacity to each of the three 
sanitary sewer systems to which our sew¬ 
ers flow is limited,” she said. “We don’t 
currently have problems with the sewers, 
but we are being proactive so we don’t 
have potential capacity issues. Internally, 
we don’t have capacity issues, but the out¬ 
let is limited so we want to make sure we 
are handling the wet weather flows.” 

The township approved the design 
engineering services and State Revolving 
Flind program assistance for the wet 
weather basin two weeks ago. The design 
services will cost no more than $750,000 of 


- yy - 

The basin will capture wet 
weather and store it until it can 
be discharged at a later time 
so the sewers won’t get 
overwhelmed by the flows. 

Patti Duha 


the $16.1 million project total. There will 
be no water and sewer rate increase for 
residents because the project will be fund¬ 
ed through a state loan and the water and 
sewer millage. 

‘This project is also in that schedule 
and we are reserving money to pay for 
that future service once the millage 
expires in 2009 so we will not have to use 
water and sewer funds,” said Duha. 

The project faces strict deadlines. The 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) establishes aggressive loan mile¬ 
stone dates for tasks that must be complet¬ 
ed in order to meet the bond-closing dead¬ 
line. If pushed back, the basin would have 
to be deferred until next year It is unclear 
if it would be in a fundable range, Duha 
said. 

Surrounding residents of the wet 
weather basin will be informed before the 
project continues about the impact, if any, 
on their property. 

‘There will be the minor effects of the 
construction process, but once completed 
it will not impact the neighbors,” said 
Duha. “It is planned to be an under¬ 
ground, odorless system; basically a big 
storage tank where everything happens 
underground. We’ll let residents know the 
plans, what it looks like and who to call if 
they have any questions.” 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

Pursuant to Michigan Public Act 207 of 1921, as amended (the City and Village 
Zoning Act), notice is hereby given that the City of Romulus Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Monday December 19, 2005, for the pur¬ 
pose of considering a proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. 

The Planning Commission has set the public hearing to consider amending ARTI¬ 
CLE 28 of the Ordinance as follows (summary): 

Article 28 is proposed to be amended to provide a process by which an owner 
seeking a rezoning may voluntarily propose conditions regarding the use and 
development of land as part of the rezoning request. This would allow the City 
to approve an agreement as a condition to a rezoning that places certain restric¬ 
tions or requirements on the land being rezoned. The amendments to the 
Zoning Ordinance will provide detailed procedures for review of the condition¬ 
al rezonings, requirements for the format and content of any proposed zoning 
agreement, provisions for expiration of the agreement and penalties for viola¬ 
tions. 

Copies of the proposed amendment is available in it’s entirety during normal busi¬ 
ness hours in the Planning Office located at City Hall. The public hearing will be 
held at the Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, 11111 Wayne, Romulus MI 48174- 
1485. 

All interested parties are encouraged to attend and will be given an opportunity to 
comment on said request. Written comments may be submitted until 12:00 noon, 
Monday, December 19, 2005, and should be addressed to Cynthia L Lyon, AICP, 
City Planner, Economic Development Department, 11111 Wayne, Romulus, MI 
48174-1485. 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, City Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 

Publish: December 1, 2005 



CITY OF ROMULUS 
APPENDIX A-ZONING 
AMENDMENT 1.206 

An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map of the City of Romulus by applying 
the Central Business Overlay District to certain properties within the City’s 
Downtown Development Authority Boundaries to Central Business Overlay District. 

THE CITY OF ROMULUS ORDAINS: 

SHORT TITLE: This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the amended Zoning 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 1. Parcels located along Goddard Road from Wayne Road to the Five- 
Points intersection (Grant, Goddard, Huron River Drive, Ozga) Parcel DP#’s 

»ASJ»M97W, SO 076 01 OOSX 002, SO 077 05 0048 OOO, St 07S 01 0273 002, M 071 09 0001 OQO, 
to 063 99 0005 OOO, SO 076 01 OOSX OOJ, t0 077 05 0049 000. SO 07t 01 0274 OOO. SO 07109 0003 002, 

U 063 99 0006 700, SO 076 01 OOSX 004, SO 077 05 0051 000, 00 071010375 002, SO 07S 09 0006 000, 
tO 063 99 0006 OOO, U 076 01 0009 001, SO 077 05 0053 OOO, 00 071010275 003, tO 07109 OOOt OOO, 

U 063 99 0009 OOO. St 07601 0019 002, SO 077 06 0001 301, tO 07101 0275 004. SO 070 09 0010 002, 

SO 06t 01 0023 002. tO 076 01 OOS9 003, SO 077 06 0005 OOO, 00 070 010276390, tO 070 09 0012 002, 
tO 060 01 0023 OOJ. SO 076 02 0001 302, SO 077 06 0007 OOO. SO 071 01 0279 OOO, SO 07109 OOU OOO, 

SO 06A 01 0024 004, SO 076 02 0014 300, SO 077 06 OOOt OOO, SO 07t 01 0279 300, SO 070 10 0001 OOO, 

SO 068 01 0024306, SO 076 02 0023 OOO. 00 07706 0041300, SO 07101 02S0 OOO. 09 07X100002 000, 

SO 06X01 9024 307, t9 076 02 9064 OOO, SO 077 06 0052 009, tt 071 01 02X1 900, 00 07X100903 000, 

SO 06X01 0026001, SO 076 02 0071 001, SO 077 06 0055 OOO, SO 07X 01 02X2 OOO, SO 070 10 0005 OOO. 

SO 06X01 0027 001. SO 076 99 0003 090, SO 077 07 0001 009. SO 07X 0102X3 OOO. 00 07X100007000. 

SO 06X01 0027 002, tO 076 99 0907 090, tt 977 07 0002 300. SO 071 01 02X3 OOO, SO 07X 10 OOOX 000, 

SO 06X01 002X090, SO 076 99 OOOX OOO, SO 077 07 0096 090, SO 07X 01 02X6 OOO, SO 073 10 0909 00C, 
tt 96X01 0029001. SO 076 99 0999 790. SO 077 07 0947 090, SO 07X 01 02X7 OOO, SO 07S 10 9010 090. 

SO 063 01 0029 003, XX 076 99 0016 001, SO 077 070049 300, SO 07X 01 02SX OOO, SO 07X 10 0011 OOO. 
tO 06X01 0029 094, SO 076 99 09 IX OOO, SO 077 97 0051 OOO, 30 07X0192X9 000, SO 07110 0912 OOO, 
to 06X 01 0029 Ots, SO 077 01 0001 OOO, SO 077 07 0052 090, SO 97X 01 0290 OOO, SO 07X 10 9013 OOO, 
to 06X 01 0030 OOO, SO 077 01 0092 000, SO 977 07 0953 000, 80 07X010291000, SO 97S II 0045 001, 
to 06* 010031 OOO, to 077 01 9004 OOO, SO 077 OX 0901 090, 80 07X010292 090, tO 078 11 0043 092, 

*006X01 0932001. tO 077 01 0005 OOO. SO 077 OX 0003 OOO, SO 07X 01 0293 OOO, SO 97X II 0046 000, 

SO 068 01 0032 004. SO 977 02 0001 301, SO 077 OX 0005 OOO, 80 07X019294 000. 8097X110047007. 

SO 06X010033 090, 80 077 92 0011 300, SO 077 OX 0047 001, 80 07X010295 000. SO 978 11 0049 OOO, 

SO 06S 01 0034 OOO. 89 077 02 0015 392. SO 077 16 0016 303, SO 078 01 0296 OOO. SO 07112 OOOl OOO. 

*006X01 0035901, 80 077 02 0920 390, SO 077 16 0016 305, SO 978 01 9297 OOO. 8007X12 0992 000, 

SO 068 01 0035 002. SO 077 02 0023 300, SO 07716 0016 306. SO 078 01 0298 OOO, 80 07X12 0001000. 

SO 06X01 0036 000, SO 077 02 0035 300, 80 078 01 0214 301, SO 07X 010299 OOO, 80 07X12 0004 002. 

8007301 0167903, 80 077 02 0057 301. 80 07*010225 009, SO 078 01 0300 303, 80 97X120007302, 

SO 073 01 0167004, XO 077 02 0060 301, SO 07X 01 0226 000. SO 07S 01 0300 304, 80 07X12 0910 000, 

*097301 016X903, SO 977 92 0063 390, 10 07X 01 0130 301. SO 07X 01 9301 OOO, SO 07112 0912 OOO. 

89 07301016X007, 8907702 0964 300. *0 07X010232303, SO 078 01 0303 OOO, SO 078 12 0013 OOO. 

80 073 91 016X015, 80 07792 0965 300, SO 97101 0234 009, 80 078 01030X000. SO 07812 0916 OOO. 

8907301 0161016, SO 077 03 OOOl 002, *0 07101 0239 002, SO 07X 03 0051 OOO, SO 078 12 9917 009. 

S0973010168 026, tO 077 93 9901 904, SO 078 01 0240 092, 80 978 03 0052 099, SO 07X13 017X 901, 

80073 01016X030, SO 077 03 OOOl 303, 1007X010244 009, 80078 03 9953 009, 80 078130179 009. 

SO 973 01 016X135. SO 977 03 0005 900. SO 07S 01 0245 OOO SO 07103 0054 002 SO 07X 13 01SO 004. 

80 973 01016X337. SO 077 03 0049 909, *0 071 01 0256 090, SO 078 03 9056 OOO, SO 07X14 0097 OOO, 

SO 973 01 016X338, SO 97703 0059 392, U 97X 01 9257091. *9 07X03 0957 000, SO 978 14 0093 300, 

SO 073 01 016X531, tO 977 03 9056 OOO, 89 978 01 025X 090, *907X03 9058 000, SO 078 15 0028 000, 

SO 073 01016X341, SO 07704 OOOl 091, *0 078 019259 090, SO 078 03 0055 OOO. *0 07X 15 0029 OOO, 

SO 073 91 016X342, tt 97704 0091 302. tt 078 01 9260 OOO, *9 07X93 0960 000, *0 07X15 0030 000, 

SO 973 01 016X343, SO 07704 0003 393, tt 07X 01 0261 OOO, tt 97X 93 0961 992. SO 078150031 999, 

*9073 010169 001. tt 97704 9994 900. 8997X919262 099. tt 978 93 0961 993, 99 97X15 0052 906, 

89 073 01 0170 092, SO 077 04 0097 OOO, 80 OTS 91 0263 300, SO 078 93 0062 OOO, SO 07? 01 OOOl 000, 

tt 973 010170 093, St 077 04 9909 390, SO 070 01 0265 390, St 078 03 0063 009, SO 079 01 0003 092, 

1 9073010171001, *9 07704 0949 099, St 978 01 0265301. St 07* 93 0964 009, St 97901 0006 090, 

89973010172 092. SO 077 04 0952 OOO. t9 07X 01 9257 OOO, tt 078 03 0965 009. SO 079 01 0007 099, 

89076910932 096, St 97794 0955 990, *0 978 910268 999, tt 978 93 0966 009, SO 079 01 OOOX OOO, 

tt 076 01 00*6 001, 80 077059901 009, SO OTS 91 9269 009, 80 07S 94 0010 OOO, SO 079 01 0009 OOO, 

89 0760100S6 002, SO 077 05 0002 900, SO OTS 01 0279 OOO, 1007X04 0019 009, St 079 01 0010 OOO, 

89 9760100X6 004, tt 077 05 9904 909, SO OTS 919271 900, tt 07* 04 9921 303, St 079 01 0011 300, » 

89 076010087 001. St 07795 9006 392, SO 078 91 0272 009, St 978 04 0022 303, SO 0X2 01 0915 094. 

*0 0X2 91 9015 995, 

SO 9X2 91 9915309. 

SECTION 2: Severability . Should any word, sentence, phrase or any portion of this 
Ordinance be held in any manner invalid by any court of competent Jurisdiction or 
by any state agency having authority to do so for any Reason whatsoever, such hold¬ 
ings shall be construed and limited to such Words, sentence, phrase, or any portion of 
the ordinance held to be so Invalid and shall not be construed as effecting the validity 
of any of the Remaining words, sentences, phrases or portions of this ordinance. 

SECTION 3: Conflicting Ordinances. All prior existing ordinances adopted by the 
City of Romulus in consistent or in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are, 
to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, hereby expressly repealed. 

SECTION 4: Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon publication there¬ 
of In an official newspaper, which publication shall be made when the minutes pass¬ 
ing the ordinance are published subject to revocation at will of the City of Romulus 
at any time. 

ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of 
Romulus this 20 day of October, 2005. 

Alan R. Lambert, Mayor 
Linda R. Choate, Clerk 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Ordinance as passed by the 
City Council of the City of Romulus at a regular Council Meeting held in the City 
Council Chambers in said City on the 20 day of October, 2005. 

Introduced: October 10, 2005 

Approved: October 24, 2005 

Publish: December 1, 2005 




























December 1,2005 


Published By The Journal Newspapers 


Page 9 • BR 


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROMULUS 
CITY COUNCIL HELD OCTOBER 24, 2005 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ROMULUS CITY HALL, 
11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Pro-Tern Debbie Romak. 
Present: LeRoy Burcroff, William Crova, Charles Miller, Michael Prybyla, Debbie 
Romak, William Wadsworth. 

Excused: Mayor Pro Tern Randolph Gear. 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Alan Lambent, Mayor 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison-Kersey, CMFA, Treasurer 

1. Motion by Crova, supported by Miller to approve the agenda as amended. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-381 

2. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Prybyla to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of the Romulus City Council held October 10, 2005. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes -Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-382 

3A1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of 
the City Attorney, Barry Seifman, and accept the generous offer from Elro 
Corporation of approximately 4.85 acres, parcel #82 80 022 99 0003 000, located on 
the eastern side of Hannan Road, south of Van Bom Road in the City of Romulus, 
Michigan. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-383 

3B. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to concur with the recommendation of 
the Environmental Protection Board (EPB) and approve EPB application EPB050003, 
Plastech Engineered Products, 38100 Ecorse Road proposed 25,000 square foot addi¬ 
tion to an existing injection molding and paint facility. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-384 

3C. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of 
the Environmental Protection Board (EPB), and approve EPB application DPB 
050002, RKA Petroleum LLC, 29120 Wick Road, proposed installation of an 80’x 
48’ high tank. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-385 

4A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to adopt a memorial resolution for the 
family of Nina Smitt 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-386 

4B. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crova to adopt a resolution acknowledging 
the selection of Maria Lambert as the Romulus Chamber of Commerce 2005 Person 
of The Year. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None, 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

4. Motion by Miller, supported by Prybyla to accept the Chairperson’s Report. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-387 

5A. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Prybyla to concur with the administration 
and approve the FY 2004/2005 encumbrances for supplies and services as presented 
by the Finance Department. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-388 

5B. Motion by Crova, supported by Miller to concur with the Purchasing Coordinator, 
Lynn Conway and award Bid 05/06-14 - three inch (3”) Underground Boring Tool to 
the only bidder, TT Technologies, Inc., in the amount of $4,750.00. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-389 

5C. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Wadsworth to concur with the recommendation 
of Fire Chief David Allison and the Police, Fire and Safety Commission to award Bid 
05/06-05, Ambulance Service to Concord EMS for a one-year contract. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

5D. **Deleted. 


05-390 

5E. Motion by Miller, supported by Wadsworth to concur with the recommendation 
of Purchasing Coordinator, Lynn Conway and Emergency Management Coordinator 
Margaret Leduc and award Bid 05/06-11, Outdoor Warning Siren and Decoder to the 
lowest bidder. Federal Signal Corporation in the amount of $17,474.90. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-391 

5F. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation 
of Purchasing Coordinator, Lynn Conway and D.P.W. Director Carl Brooks to award 
Bid 05/06-13 Salt Spreader Combination Unit to the lowest bidder. Bell Equipment 
Co., in the amount of $53,500.00. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-392 

6A1. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Miller to adopt second reading and final 
adoption of Budget Amendments 05/06-8 and 05/06-9, introduced at the regular meet¬ 
ing of the Romulus City Council held October 10, 2005. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-393 

6A2. Motion by Miller, supported by Wadsworth to adopt second reading and final 
adoption of Chapter 38, Appendix-A Zoning Amendment #1.205, Creation of the 
Central Business Overlay District introduced at the regular meeting of the Romulus 
City Council on October 10, 2005. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Croya, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-394 

6A3. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to adopt second reading and final 
adoption of Appendix-A, Zoning Amendment #1.206, to amend the Official Zoning 
Map of the City of Romulus by applying the Central Business Overlay District to cer¬ 
tain properties within the DDA District introduced at the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council held October 10, 2005. 

\ 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-395 

6A4. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to concur with the Property 
Disposition Committee in accordance with section 2-415(b) of the “Acquisition and 
Disposition of City Owned Property Ordinance” and let bid parcel 80-074-01-0144- 
302 and the following condition of purchase to include the reverter clause which 
states “this deed is subject to a reversionary interest whereby the purchaser, his 
assigns and successors, agree that this property will be used for transportation purpos¬ 
es”, making the scope of use limited. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes- Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-396 

6A5. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crova to grant authorization for Eva Webb 
to attend Phase I of the Clerk Certification classes to be held in Lansing, December 5- 
9, 2005, at a cost of $925.00; funds available in the Clerks 2006 Budget. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Piybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-397 

9. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to adopt a resolution acknowledging the 
retirement of Emergency Management Coordinator, Margaret Leduc with 21 years of 
dedicated service. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-398 

11. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to authorize the Treasurer of the City of 
Romulus to disburse funds as listed in Warrant 05-20, in the amount of Nine 
Hundred, Eleven Thousand Four Hundred Thirteen Dollars and Seventy Cents 
($911,413.70). 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Abstain - Crova. 

Motion Carried. 

11. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crova to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council held October 24, 2005. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda R: Choate, CMC, Clerk City of Romulus, Michigan 

I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City 
Council held October 24, 2005. 

Linda R. Choate, Clerk 
City of Romulus,Michigan 

Publish: December 1, 2005 
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CITY OF ROMULUS 
COUNTY OF WAYNE, STATE OF MICHIGAN 
CHAPTER 38 
APPENDIX A-ZONING 
AMENDMENT NO. 1.205 

(Creation of the Central Business Overlay District) 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AS AMENDED, 
CITY OF ROMULUS, MICHIGAN, BY AMENDING APPENDIX “A”, ARTICLE 
XIIIA CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT OVERLAY 

THE CITY OF ROMULUS ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE: This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the 
Amended Zoning Ordinance, Central Business Overlay District. 

SECTION 2 Repeal existing Sections 13A.01-13A.06 and replace with the follow- 
ing new text 

Section 13 A.01 Statement of Purpose 

The intent of the Central Business District (CBD) overlay is to retain and create a 
vibrant, attractive and cohesive center for the Romulus community with a variety of 
quality places to work, live, shop, learn, recreate and be entertained. This district is 
intended to recognize and support the Romulus Central Business District (also 
referred to as 'Downtown’) as both a prime retail center within the City and the cen¬ 
terpiece for Romulus. 

These regulations are intended to assist with the implementation of goals and objec¬ 
tives contained in the Romulus Master Plan, the DDA Plan, the DDA Facade and Site 
Improvement Guidelines, and any other supporting documents that relate to the devel¬ 
opment of the Downtown. Among the goals of these plans are to promote develop¬ 
ment of a compact, walkable, mixed-use district, consisting of a variety of retail, 
entertainment, office, service, residential, cultural, recreation and municipal uses. To 
provide for the desired traditional downtown environment this district accommodates 
a wide variety of compatible uses, permits a mixture of uses within the same building, 
and describes specific design standards for buildings and sites. Design standards 
include site layout, setback continuity, building design, pedestrian amenities, parking 
arrangement, vehicular circulation and coordination of site features between adjoining 
properties. 



The Central Business District Overlay was divided into three different sub-categories 
as established in the Central City subarea plan of the City Master Plan to reflect ele¬ 
ments common to all and the unique conditions in each. Although some regulations 
apply to all three districts, there are also specific regulations tailored to each sub-cate- 
gory such as permitted uses and design requirements. 

A. CBD-1: Transition District. The Transition District is intended to provide a land 
use transition along Goddard Road between the activity areas of the Central Business 
District by promoting lower intensity uses such as residential, office, and convenience 
services. A mixture of land uses are encouraged within the same buildings, same sites, 
and adjoining sites that maintain a residential presence but also offer support services 
and business opportunities that complement the Downtown or Five Points Overlay 
Districts. Design regulations applicable to the Transition District such as screening, 
landscaping, parking, and lighting ensure development is compatible with adjoining 
residential neighborhoods. 

B. CBD-2: Downtown District. The Downtown District is intended to create a 
pedestrian oriented destination that offers entertainment, shopping, employment, 
housing, and recreation opportunities for those who live in, work in, or visit Romulus. 
Allowable land uses encourage activity in the Downtown during day and evening 
hours. Uses can be mixed within the same building, the same site, and may adjoin one 
another. The building, site, and streetscape design requirements herein promote a 
comfortable environment, pedestrian-oriented, that is visually pleasing, with conve¬ 
nient parking to promote repeat and long duration visits. 

C. CBD-3: Five Points District. The Five Points District is intended to provide a 
commercial area and destination that offers convenient services, offices, and busi¬ 
nesses for nearby residential neighborhoods and for new residential uses located with¬ 
in the district. Development in this district shall promote a comfortable pedestrian- 
oriented environment that is visually pleasing and compatible with the Downtown 
District but does not generally compete with the entertainment aspect of the 
Downtown. Uses can be mixed within the same building, the same site, and may 
adjoin one another. Convenient parking and circulation are also important aspects of 
development in the district. 

Section 13A.02 Schedule of Uses 

A. The following uses of land and structures shall be permitted in the three (3) over¬ 
lay sub-districts. Uses not specifically listed in the table are prohibited although simi- 
lar uses may be determined in accordance with footnote 10. Special Approval Uses 


must comply with Article 26. 


P= Principal Permitted Uses 
S= Permitted Uses after Special Approval 
N/P=Not Permitted 


District Uses 

CBD-1 

Tran¬ 

sition 

CBD-2 

Down¬ 

town 

CBD-3 

Five 

Points 

Conditions or 
Footnote 

Retail, personal service uses, cultural uses, offices, and 

medical office/clinic use? on the ground floor, and 
residential, office, or warehouse uses on upper floors 

P 

P 

P 

r 


Buildings with only office, medical offlce/dinic uses, cultural 
uses, and personal service uses 

P 

P 

P 

Individual buildings in 

the CBD-2 and CBD-3 
shall not exceed 10,000 
sf of gross floor area 

Buildings with only retail uses 

P 

P 

P 

Individual buildings 

shall not exceed 20,000 
sf of gross floor area 


District Uses 

CBD-1 

Tran¬ 

sition 

CBD-2 

Down¬ 

town 

CBD-3 

Five 

Points 

Conditions or 
Footnote 

Drive-through uses accessory to a Prindpal Permitted Use 
(except Restaurants) 

S 

S 

S 

1 

Drive-thru ugh/Drive-ln restaurant faculties 

S 

N/P 

N/P 

1 

Personal service uses and cultural uses 

P 

P 

P 

Individual buildings 

shall not exceed 10,000 
sf gross floor area. 

Commercial residential uses (hotel, motel, bed and 

breakfast inns) 

S 

S 

S 


Open air retail sales, material display, and equipment rental 

as accessory uses 

s 

N/P 

S 

2 

Restaurants. Outdoor seating, carryout and open front 

windows are also allowed when accessory to a Restaurant 

p 

P 

P 

3 

Automobile Service Uses (service, repair and wash) 

s 

N/P 

S 

4 

Auto sales or rentals 

N/P 

HIP 

S 

4 

Civic buildings (schools, municipal buildings, parks) 

P 

P 

P 


Essential public services, buildings, and structures 

P 

P 

P 

5 

Private schools 

s 

S 

s 


Places of assembly (worship, fraternal organizations, and 

lodge ha Us, conference centers, banquet halls, movie 
theaters, indoor recreation facffities) 

s 

S 

s 


Residential Uses/Home Occupations. Indudes attached 

and detached single family, two-famfly, multiple family, 
accessory apartment home occupations 

p 

P 

p 

6,7,8,9 

Nursery schools, day nurseries, and child care centers 

p 

P 

p 


Senior housing and housing fof the eklerty 

s 

s 

s 


Public off-street parking lots or parking structures 

s 

s 

s 


Bus or railroad passenger stations 

p 

P 

p 


Accessory structures and uses customarily incidental to the 

above uses 

p 

p 

p 


Similar use determination 
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B. Footnotes to the Schedule of Uses 

1. Drive-in/Drive-Through Uses: The following standards shall apply to all drive- 
in/dri vethrough uses: 

(a) There shall be a maximum of two (2) drive-through lanes. For bank/financial insti¬ 
tutions, there shall be a maximum of one (1) automatic teller lane in addition to the 
allowed drive-through lanes. 

(b) The stacking area for drive-through and drive-in lanes is required to include a 
minimum of three (3) spaces per lane, each being a minimum nine (9) feet wide and 
twenty-two (22) feet long. 

(c) The far edge of the drive-through lane(s) shall be at least twenty-five (25) feet 
from the side or rear property line. 

(d) Lanes shall be located in the side or rear yard of the site. 

(e) Methods to minimize impacts from any outdoor speakers are required. 

(f) Drive-through restaurants shall provide at least one (1) additional parking space 
accessible from the drive-through lanes that is dedicated for customers waiting for 
orders. 

i 

2. Open Air Uses: Open air uses are subject to the following requirements: 

(a) Areas designated for open air storage shall be located in the rear yard and shall 

meet setback requirements for the principal building. , 

(b) A separate, clearly defined area shall be provided for storage. Parking lots, loading 
areas, and other site improvements shall not be used to accommodate storage. 

(c) Opaque screening is required on all sides to block views and contain materials. 
Screening shall be provided in the form of an opaque wooden fence, brick wall, or 
decorative concrete wall. 

(d) Areas designated for open air storage shall not exceed thirty percent (30%) of the 
gross floor area of the principal building. 

(e) The use shall comply with all City and County health regulations regarding sanita¬ 
tion and general health conditions. 

3. Accessory Outdoor Seating Areas: Accessory outdoor seating areas are subject to 
the following requirements: 

(a) Pedestrian circulation and access to the building entrance shall not be impaired. A 
minimum sidewalk width of five (5) feet along the curb and leading to the entrance to 
the establishment must be maintained free of tables, chairs, and other encumbrances. 

(b) The seating area shall only be limited to the area directly in front of the permitted 
restaurant use to which the seating area is accessory and shall not extend into adjoin¬ 
ing sites. If the seating area is located at the rear or side of said restaurant, it shall be 
contained within the subject lot. 

(c) The seating area shall be kept free of debris and litter. 

(d) Permanent attachment of railings must be approved by the Building Department. 

Continued on page 11 
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Continued from page 10 


(e) Tables, chairs, umbrellas, canopies, planters, waste receptacles, and other street 
furniture shall be compatible with the architectural character of the principal building. 

(f) Outdoor amplification shall be prohibited. 

(g) Confirmation of appropriate liquor licenses, if proposed. 

(h) Such areas are permitted seasonally between April 1 and October 31. 

(i) Requests for outdoor seating shall include submission of a plot plan that includes 
sufficient information to determine compliance with the above requirements. The 
request shall be administratively approved by the DDA Director and Building 
Department. At the time of approval, a performance guarantee is required that pro¬ 
vides liability coverage in an amount determined by the City. 

4. Automobile Service Uses: Automobile service uses are subject to the following 
requirements, as applicable to the proposed use (these shall pre-empt the general pro¬ 
vision standards of Section 4.06 in this district): 

(a) There shall be a minimum lot area of ten thousand (10,000) square feet and mini¬ 
mum lot frontage of ninety (90) feet. Projects that include convenience retail and/or 
automobile wash facilities shall provide a minimum lot area of fifteen thousand 
(15,000) square feet. 

(b) There shall be frontage on two public streets with a total right-of-way greater than 
or equal to eighty (80) feet. 

(c) Access shall be limited to one (1) driveway per public street frontage. Driveways 
shall be spaced as far from adjacent intersections as practical and arranged to limit 
turning conflicts with other driveways on both sides of the street. 

(d) A circulation plan must be submitted illustrating the primary access and turning 
movements of trucks and tankers onto and within the site. 

(e) No parking or standing of customer vehicles shall be permitted in the area imme¬ 
diately adjacent to any customer entrance or payment window. 

(f) A maximum of four (4) pump islands is permitted (for a maximum of eight (8) 
vehicles to be serviced at one time). Pump islands are defined as a pumping station 
that serves one vehicle on each side. 

(g) Pump islands shall be a minimum of thirty (30) feet from any public right-of-way 
or lot line, and at least forty (40) feet from any residential lot line. 

(h) All repair work shall be conducted completely within an enclosed building and 
garage doors shall not face any public roadway. 

(i) There shall be no outdoor storage or display of vehicle components and parts, sup¬ 
plies or equipment, except within an area defined on the site plan, approved by the 
Planning Commission and which extends no more than ten (10) feet beyond the 
building. 

(j) Outdoor storage of wrecked, partially dismantled, or other derelict vehicles is pro¬ 
hibited, unless such storage is required under police or court order. 

(k) Canopies shall be designed to be consistent with the approved building materials 
and design of the district. Support columns shall be brick or materials compatible 
with the principal structure. Any canopy lighting shall be recessed into the canopy. 

(l) The establishment of a new automobile service station shall be on a lot separated a 
minimum of five hundred (500) feet from any other lot containing an automobile ser¬ 
vice station. 

(m) The submission of a Pollution Incidence Protection Plan (PIPP) may be required. 
The PIPP shall describe measures to prevent groundwater contamination caused by 
accidental gasoline spills or leakage, such as special check valves, drain back catch 
basins, and automatic shut off valves. 

(n) In the event that an automobile service station use has been abandoned or termi¬ 
nated for a period of more than one (1) year, all underground gasoline storage tanks 
shall be removed from the premises. 

(o) All lubrication equipment, motor vehicle washing equipment, hydraulic hoists and 
pits shall be enclosed entirely within a building. 

5. Essential Public Services, Buildings, and Structures: Essential public services, 
buildings, and structures shall meet the following design standards: 

(a) Buildings and structures shall meet the design intent for that district (CBD-1, 2, or 
3) as set forth in the intent section of this ordinance and in the City Master Plan. 

(b) If chain link fencing is proposed it shall be black vinyl coated. 

6. Single-Family Detached and Two-Family Dwellings: Existing and proposed 
single-family detached and two-family residential dwelling uses shall comply with 
the following requirements: 

(a) Two family residential dwellings shall comply with the requirements of Section 
7.03(H). 

(b) Both uses shall comply with Section 7.06 One- and Two- Family Dwelling 
Standards. 

7. Single-Family Attached and Multiple-Family Dwellings: Shall comply with the 
following design requirements: 

(a) Density: The maximum permitted density for single family attached and multiple- 


family dwellings is 15.0 units per acre. Special land use approval is required for a 
density greater than 15.0 units per acre in all CBD districts. 

(b) All buildings shall be oriented towards Goddard Road or other applicable public 
street. Pedestrian entrances shall be oriented towards such street, as feasible. Parking, 
garages, and any other accessory structures and uses shall be located in the rear or 
side yards. 

(c) All main entrances to the units shall have a porch or stoop at least thirty (30) 
square feet in area. 

(d) The exterior finish material on all elevations shall be durable, timeless materials 
including glass, brick, cut stone, east stone, smooth stucco, or wood. Concrete block, 
EIFS, or other synthetic materials shall not be allowed on any portion of the building 
visible from a street. Permitted roofing materials include asphalt shingles, cedar shake 
and slate. Use of materials shall be consistent on all elevations of the building. 

(e) Architectural design shall be consistent with the intent of the District, the City 
Master Plan, and the DDA Facade and Site Improvement Guidelines. 

(f) Buildings shall be spaced a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet apart, 

(g) The maximum building length shall be one hundred and eighty feet (180) feet. 

(h) Walls visible from public streets shall not be blank but shall include windows and 
architectural features customarily found on the front facade of a residential dwelling, 
such as porticos, stoops, gables, dormer windows, cupolas, cornice work, edge detail¬ 
ing, or other decorative finish materials. 

(i) The minimum floor area for each dwelling unit is nine-hundred and fifty (950) 
total square feet. 

8. Accessory Apartments: Accessory apartments in association with a permitted or 
special land use in the district are permitted upon approval by the Administrative 
Review Committee provided the following conditions are met and the application 
demonstrates the use will not disrupt the character and welfare of the district. These 
regulations pre-empt Section 4.19 Occupancy for the CBD only. 

(a) Basements, cellars, and detached accessory structures shall not be used for an 
accessory apartment. 

(b) Accessory apartments shall be entirely within the existing principal structure and 
shall contain not less than six hundred (600) square feet and no more than one thou¬ 
sand (1,000) square feet. 

(c) The addition of a separate exterior door is permitted however all other aspects of 
the building elevations shall remain unchanged. 

(d) Parking requirements for the residential use must be met in additional to the non- 
residential use. 

(e) No sign is permitted except those that are exempt such as ‘for sale’ or ‘for rent 
signs.’ 

9. Home Occupations: A home occupation in association with a residential use is 
permitted upon approval by the Building Department provided it complies with the 
regulations set forth in Section 2.02 Definitions. 

10. Similar Use Determination: Since every type of potential use cannot be 
addressed, this district provides for a similar use determination. All applications for a 
use not specifically addressed in the CBD shall be submitted to the Planning 
Department for review and decision. Such decision shall be based on whether the pro¬ 
posed use is similar in character and function to another use listed in the CBD. Such 
named use shall be determined using criteria such as potential impact on property val¬ 
ues, nature of use, traffic generated, aesthetics, noise, vibration, dust, smoke, odor, 
glare, and other impacts on the health, safety, and welfare of the City. If a use is deter¬ 
mined to be similar to a named use, the proposed use shall comply with any standards 
or other Ordinance requirements that apply to the named use. Any use determined by 
the Planning Department to be similar shall thereafter be deemed to be included in the 
enumeration of the uses. 

Where the Planning Department determines a proposed use is not similar to any 
named use addressed in this District, the applicant may pursue the Unspecified Use 
Determination procedure set forth in Section 4.21 of the Zoning Ordinance. 


Section 13A.03 


Bulk and Area Requirements 


CBD 1 
commercial 
or mixed 
use 

buildings 


CBD 1 

residential 

buildings 


Front yard setback: Buildings shall be placed between 15 feet 
and 25 feet from Iho font lot line. 

Side yard: Side yard setbacks shall be a minimum of 5 feet, with 
a total of 15 ft 

Rear yard: Rear yard setbacks shad be a minimum of 35 feet 
Building height: Maximum building height shall be 40 feet end 3 
stories. 

Lot coverage: The maximum percentage of the lot that may be 
covered by structures and pavement shall be 76%. 

Minimum Lot Ares: There Is no minimum lot area; provided an 
other requirements are met. 


Front yard setback: Residential buildings shall be placed 

between 15 foet and 25 feet from the front lot line however they 
shall be compatible with the established setback of buildings on 
adjoining lots facing the same street A front porch or stoop may 
encroach Into the front yard setback. For existing buddings, the 
established front yard setback may be maintained. 

Side yard: Side yard setbacks shall be a minimum of 5 feet with a 
total of 15 feet. 

Rear yard: Rear yard setbacks shall be a minimum of 35 feet 
Building height: Maximum building height shall be 40 feet and 3 
stories; provided basements shall not count towards the maximum 
numbor of stories. 

Lot coverage: The maximum percentage of the lot that may be 
covered by structures and pavement shall be 75% 

Minimum Lot Area: There is no minimum lot area; provided all 
other requirements are met. 


Commercial/Mixcd use building placement 
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OBITUARIES 


BREWER, Katherine 

Katherine D. Brewer, 91, of Romulus, 
died Nov. 12 

Among her survivors are her children, 
William R. “Bud” Brewer of Florida, 
Glendie Brewer of Westland, Carol (Joseph) 
Kochanoski of Romulus, Linda (Peter) Preis 
of Manchester; 14 grandchildren, 18 great¬ 
grandchildren, and four great-great-grand- 
childrea 

Mrs. Brewer was a member of the 
Romulus Senior Citizens group. 

Funeral services were at the Crane 
Ftmeral Home with Pastor Joe Jones of the 
West Wayne Freewill Baptist Church in 
Wayne officiating 

Interment was at Romulus Memorial 
Cemetery in Romulus. 


Arrangements were entrusted to the 
Crane Flineral Home in Romulus. 

HARRIS, Calvin 

Calvin Ray Harris, 53, a resident of 
Belleville for more than 50 years, died Nov. 
13. 

Among his survivors his children, Monica 
Harris and her mother Barbara A. Harris, 
both of Ann Arbor and Latell Thomas and 
his mother, Kim Harris, both of Ypsilanti; 
siblings Jewel H. (Bennie) Leonard of 
Sumpter Township, Bettye J. (Roy R.) Pope 
Sr., Preston L. (Marilyn) Harris, Jr. both of 
Ypsilanti and David (Karen) Harris of South 
Carolina; several aunts and uncles, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Rinersl services were at the David C. 


Brown Flineral Home in Belleville with 
Pastor Henry Healey officiating 

Interment was at Metropolitan Memorial 
Gardens in Belleville. 

WELT, Shirley 

Shirley Elizabeth Welt, 82, a lifelong resi¬ 
dent of Belleville, died Nov. 14 

Among her survivors are her sons, 
Michael (Marie) Welt of Grayling and Daniel 
(Janice) Welt of Belleville; a daughter, Susan 
Hamrick of Ann Arbor; a sister, Virginia 
Blair of Illinois; 12 grandchildren, and 26 
great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Welt was a long time member of the 
First United Methodist Church in Belleville 
Flineral services were at the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home'with Dr. John N. 


Grenfell HI officiating 

Interment was at Hillside Cemetery in 
Belleville. 

GDANIEC, Peter 

Peter Paul Gdaniec, 64, of Van Buren 
Township died Nov. 3. 

Among his survivors are his son, Ron 
(Lisa) Gdaniec of Ypsilanti; a sister, Connie; 
a good friend, Hilma Bonici, and grandchil¬ 
dren, Cassie and Jeremy Gdaniec, both of 
Ypsilanti. 

Mr. Gdaniec was a member of St. 
Anthony Catholic Church in Belleville. 

Flineral services were at the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home with Father John 
Hedges officiating 

Cremation rites were accorded. 


Continued from page 11 
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Ugh! hoigln 

Light itxlures shall have a maximum height oTTZTeeE 

RoodUghtlng 

Floodlight type fixtures and neon lighting shall not be permitted. 

Bollard Bahts 

Bollard bghts are permitted to BgM driveways and pedestrian areas. 

Stans 

Sign 

Ordinanoo 

The City Sign Ordinance dimensional and area requirements shad be meL 

Design 

The design and scale ot business signs In the CBD shall complement the intended traditional downtown character and pedesman 

orientation envisioned for the Downtown as set forth In the Cty Master Plan, the DDA Facade and Site Improvement Guidelines, and other 
supportive planning documents for the Downtown 

Wall signs 

Wall signs are preferred throughout the Downtown and hanging signs are also preferred In CBD-2. If freestanding signs are proposed, 

they shall have a pedestrian scale end orientation. 

Compatibility 

Signs shall be compatible with building size, style, materials, and character of the structure. 

Materials 

Alt signs shall be constructed of permanent, quality materials with a level of detail appropriate tor pedestrian visibility 

Awning signs 

Awnings/canopies, defined as attached structures that project from a building Intended lo provide shelter, shade and buikfcng accent shall 

not contain signs or messages. 

Electronic 

messages 

Signs shall not have electronic changeable messages, flashing lights, and other repetitive ihmlnolion that can be distracting and 
hazardous to motorists and detract from the character of the Downtown. 

Obstruction ot 
views 

Signs shafl not obstruct views of the architectural dotais of the building or window displays and shafl not obstruct pedestrian circulation 

Window signs 

Permanent window signs are permitted provided they do not exceed 5% window coverage and are made of permanent durable materials. 
Temporary window signs such as posters or boards advertising sales or pricing are not permitted 


Section 13A.05 Process and Applicability 

For ad new projects within the Central Business District Overlay the following shall regulate the approval required and the level of 
compliance required for the application. 


Typo of Project 

Definition 

Approval Required 

Level of Comp Han co 

New Development 
or Redevelopment 
Project* 

Expansion of building and/or 

perking greater than 70%, tear 
downs and complete retxilds 
and development of a vacant sito. 

Site Plan by Planning 

Commission (in 
accordance iMth Secbon 
4.03(B)(3) 

100% Compliance with ordinance 

Major Expansion 

Expansion of budding or parking 

greater than 20% but less than 

70% 

Site Plan by Planning 

Commission (in 
accordance with Section 
4.03(B)(3) 

Application shall be required to Include landscaping, lighting. 

bmking design and other site and bufldlng upgrades to comply 
with the requirements of this ordinance to an extent that is 
proportionate and reasonable In oompanson to the degree of 
expansion proposed Improvements needed to ensue public 
safety and safe dralation shall be required. 

Minor building 
and/or parking 
expansions 

Expansion of budding and/or 

perking 20% or less of the current 
area 

Administrative Review 

CommitiEe review and 
approval 

Application shall be required to indude landscaping, fighting, 

building design and other site and bedding upgrades to comply 
with the requirements of this ordinance to an extent that is 
proportionate and reasonable in comparison to the degree c i 
expansion proposed Improvements needed to ensure public 
safety and safe droiation shall be required. 

Fagade and Site 
Improvements 

Improvement 
examples, budding 
materials, replacing 
light fixtures, adding 
landscaping, 
changing parking and 
circulation design 

Any facade or site Improvements 
that do not involve expansion of 
the budding but will alter the 
physical character of the site 
beyond typical budrSng 
mahtfofiancn and repair 

Administrative Review 

Committee review and 
approval 

The requested improvements shafl be required to comply with 

the requirements of this ordnance to an extent that Is 
proportionate and reasonable to the specific raqiesL 
Improvements needed to ensure pubfc safety and safe 
dredation shall be required 

Change In Uso 

Change in use or re-occupancy of 

a bmking that is not associated 
with exterior changes to the 
buildng or sfle. 

Building Department 

review and approval 

Input shall be provided by 
Ihe City Planner 

impacts to the proposed use shall be evaluated such as 

parking, traffic, and hours of operation. Based on this 
evaluation fagade and site improvements may be required In 
order to minimize Impacts This could Indude improvements 
such as additional parking and screening 


SECTION 3 Amend Section 21.01, Schedule of regulations, to delete a row for 
the Central Business District add a new row for the Central Business Overlay 



Minimum Lot Size 

Maximum Building 
Height 

Maximum 

Coverage 
of Lot by 

All 

RmVfingi 

Minimum Yard Setbacks in Feet Side 
Varfr(E) 

Minimum 

Floor Area 

Per_ 

Dwrellmg 
Unit (A) 

Zoning District 

Area 

(SqJ’L) 

Width 

(Ft) 

In 

Stories 

in Feet 

(OpCTCCTl 

Front 

Least I 

Total 2 

Rear 


GBD Central B-roo« 


Central Business 

OverUy District 

SEE SECTION 13A.03 


District, to read as follows: 


SECTION 4 Force and Effect 

Except as expressly set forth above, the Zoning Ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

SECTION 4 Effective Date 

This ordinance shall be effective on the date provided by law and City Charter fol¬ 
lowing publication. 

YEAS: 

NEAS: 

ABSENT: 

CERTIFICATION 

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Romulus, Wayne County, Michigan, at a meeting of the Council duly 
called held on the 24th day of October, 2005. 

CITY OF ROMULUS 

BY: Linda Choate, CMC, City Clerk 

BY: Mayor Alan Lambert 

Within forty five (45) days after publication of any ordinance duly passed by the 
Council, a petition may be presented to the Council protesting against such ordinance 
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Fight to the finish 

Rockford denies Canton state championship 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


More than 1,250 scarlet and 
white clad fans, the media and 
even Canton Coach Tim 
Baechler waited 48 minutes for 
that one big play that would give 
the Chiefs’ football team their 
first state championship. 

And they waited. 

Big plays are nothing new to 
the Chiefs. They had lived and 
survived by them all season long 
on both offense and defense— 
whatever the day called for 

But last Saturday at Ford 
Field in Detroit it was the one 
thing missing. It 
was the single 
factor that left a 
void in an other¬ 
wise stellar sea¬ 
son—the black 
hole that swal¬ 
lowed their 
hopes of a state 
championship. 

There were 
definitely good 
plays and touch- 
downs in 
Canton’s 31-21 loss to defending 
state champs the Rockford 
Rams in the state finale, but 
there wasn’t that one play - on 
either side of the ball - that sent 
them home with the coveted tro¬ 
phy. 

The loss left a void in more 
than Canton’s season, though. 

“It feels real good just to get 
this far—it feels real special,” 
said starting right tackle Ryan 
Jonik. “But there’s just that 
empty feeling from not winning.” 

The game actually came 
down to what could have been 
the biggest play of the game—a 
one-yard gain on fourth down at 
the Rams’ 34 mid-way through 
the third quarter would have 


extended Canton’s chance to 
take the lead. 

The game was tied at 14 when 
Rockford’s outside linebacker 
Spencer Remtema stuffed 
Canton’s junior star running 
back Deshon McClendon at the 
line, forcing Canton to turn the 
ball over on downs. 

Eight plays later Rockford 
senior quarterback Jon 
VonEschen completed a 20-yard 
pass to Callan Sherd on a fourth- 
and-eight play. VonEschen 
scored three plays later on a 21- 
yard scramble, putting his team 
in the lead, 21-14 

That was enough of a momen¬ 
tum swing for 
the defending 
champs. 

“We had to 
go for it on 
fourth down,” 
said Rockford 
coach Ralph 
Munger. “We 
came to win, 
not to lose. The 
kids made a big 
play when we 
needed it” 
Baechler knew his team 
needed those big plays to come 
out on top. 

“We didn’t get the two defen¬ 
sive turnovers that I thought we 
needed to gain momentum,” 
Baechler said. “We were looking 
for a deflection or interception 
here, a sack and fumble there, 
like we’ve been getting the last 
few weeks—we just didn’t get 
them this time. But I think we 
actually stopped these guys bet¬ 
ter than we have other teams 
during the seasoa” 

The Rams extended their 
lead, 24-14, when kicker Mark 
Schlaudt nailed a 23-y’ard field 

See Canton, page 14 
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It feels real good just to 
get this far—it feels real 
special. But there’s 
just that empty feeling 
from not winning. 

Ryan Jonik 



Dalton Walser eludes Rockford’s defense for a 15-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter. Photo by Andy 


Rubenstein 



Canton’s Jeff Piper tackles Rockford’s top running back Zach Breen. Photo by Andy Rubenstein 


Down to business: Inkster ready for run at state title 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 

The Inkster Lady Vikings have 
dominated all season, winning 
the Mega Red Conference 
Championship, the district 
championship and, most recent¬ 
ly, the Class C regional champi¬ 
onship. 

Now it’s time to get down to 
business as they ready for what 
could possibly be their final 
three games of the season with 
the grand prize of a state champi¬ 
onship waiting for them at the 
end. 

For first-year Inkster Coach 
Peggy Carr, it is a quite an accom¬ 
plishment in a year that started 
with a giant question mark. 

“It feels good to make it this 
far especially since we had no 
idea what kind of team we were 
going to have at the start of the 
season,” she said. “We didn’t 
have a lot of girls come out for 


the team and we didn’t know 
what to expect So it’s not just a 
great accomplishment for the 
coaches, it’s a great accomplish¬ 
ment for the girls as well.” 

The Lady Vikings wrapped up 
the regional tournament with a 
55-44 victory over host team 
Madison Heights-Bishop Foley 
last Wednesday before the holi¬ 
day break. 

“I thought that was a tough 
game for us because we were 
just physically tired,” Carr said. 
“We were lucky to make it 
through it” 

Inkster squeaked out an 11-8 
lead at the end of the first frame, 
but really got things going in the 
second. They outscored the 
Ventures 22-12 for a 13-point lead 
at the half. 

Bishop Foley came alive in 
the third quarter, outscoring 
Inkster 17-13 to make it a nine- 
point game, 46-37. Despite the 
Ventures’ run in the fourth that 


included a couple of triples, 
Inkster fended them off for the 
55-44 victory 

Lonnie Terrell led the Vikes 

-- 55 - 

She always steps up 
her play, especially 
on defense. 

She gets a lot of steals 
and scores a lot of easy 
layups that way. 


with 19 points. She also recorded 
seven rebounds, two assists and 
four steals. Terrell has really 
stepped up the last couple of 
weeks. She scored 28 points 
against Monroe St Mary’s last 
Monday and 30 points against 
Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard for 
the district championship the 


previous week. 

“Lonnie always plays better 
when someone challenges her,” 
Carr said. “She always steps up 
her play, especially on defense. 
She gets a lot of steals and scores 
a lot of easy layups that way.” 

Michelle Carr (no relation to 
Coach Carr) added 12 points with 
five rebounds, four assists, four 
steals and three blocks. 

Rebounds were a key factor, 
according to assistant coach 
John Mitchell. Inkster nabbed 29 
of them. 

“Rebounding made the differ¬ 
ence to keep them from scoring 
because a majority of them were 
defensive rebounds,” he said. 

Brittany scales and Charman 
Blesett each had seven rebounds 
in the contest 

Inkster took on Saginaw 
Nouvel in state quarterfinal 
match-up in Clinton Township at 
Chippewa Valley High School on 
Tuesday night but the results 


were unavailable at press time. 

The next step would be the 
semi finals at 1 p.m. today at 
Michigan State University and 
the finals at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 3 also in East Lansing 

“Ifs time to get down to busi¬ 
ness,” Mitchell said. “We can’t 
look past any team. As far as Fm 
concerned every team we play is 
the best team out there.” 

Inkster 85, Monroe St Mary’s 79 

Inkster knocked Monroe St 
Mary’s out of the regional tourna¬ 
ment with an 85-79 victory last 
Monday. 

Inkster led 22-14 after one and 
extended its lead to 42-32 at the 
half time. St Mary’s cut its deficit 
to five in the third, outscoring the 
Vikes, 2419, but Inkster held on 
through the fourth for the victory. 

Terrell led Inkster with 28. 
Scales and Victoria McGowan 
each added 13 and Michelle Carr 
12 
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Canton skaters start season, 0-2 
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D e s h o n 
McClendon 
accumulated 
90 yards on 
20 carries for 
two touch¬ 
downs against 
the Rams. Photo 

by Andy Rubenstein 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Canton skaters are off to a 
tough start after losing two 
games in the Salem 
Thanksgiving Invitational. 

The Chiefs lost to Chippewa 
Valley, 4-2, in the first round and 
then to Grand Rapids Forest 
Hills Northern, 2-1, in the con¬ 
solation game. Chippewa Valley 
won the tournament 

The Chiefs are younger than 
last year’s team—losing 12 
seniors to graduation in June— 
when second-year head coach 
Mike Behen led them to their 
first regional win in the school’s 
history in his first year. 

Last year’s senior class 
accounted for about 90 percent 
of the team’s scoring, Behen 
said. 

He lost offensive weapons 
such as Reece McCabe, Bryan 
Wioncek, Mike Kondratek and 
Paul Stevens along with Nick 
Leadford, Ryan Mooradian and 
Sean Rago who were on the ros¬ 
ter last year 

The team also lost some stur¬ 
dy defenders with Pat Davison, 
Ben Laurin and Jon Sudia and 
goalies Tony Hylko and Jon 
Bonham. The team is also with¬ 
out experienced underclass¬ 
men defenseman Alex Lajoie 
and forward/defenseman Aaron 
Amin. 

Behen, in his second year, is 
a little wiser about his oppo¬ 


nents this year, though. He did¬ 
n’t know anything about 
Western Lakes Activity 
Association teams and rivalries 
coming into last year. 

“I’m glad to be back for a sec¬ 
ond year because we know the 
conference a little better now,” 
he said. 

“We have a lot of new guys, so 
we’re going to be inexperienced 
just about everywhere. But it 
could be an advantage. We 
wanted a bunch of young guys to 
help build the program so we 
weren’t having to rebuild every 
year” 

Behan said he also has 
strong core of younger and 
older players that saw plenty of 
ice time last season. Some of 
those include third-year for¬ 
ward Kevin Tollison, now a 
senior; senior forwards Brett 
Giacomino, Andy Barylski and 
Kyle Kowalski; and senior 
defender Pat Gallagher. 
Younger players include the 
return of junior forward Brad 
Barath, sophomore defender 
Clark Albers and sophomore 
goalie Kevan Swanberg. 

Some of the new players 
breaking into the line up this 
year on offense are junior for¬ 
wards Jesse Pletsch, JP 
LaFontaine and Justin Ward; 
sophomore forward Chris Wies, 
Ryan Lash and freshman for¬ 
ward Mark Barath. 

See Skaters, page 16 


Canton 

FROM PAGE 13 


goal at the 7:48 mark of the 
fourth. 

Canton bounced back on its 
next possession with an 11-play, 
71-yard drive that included a 23- 
yard strike from senior quarter¬ 
back Shawn Little to tight end 
Brandon Fender on fourth-and- 
eight The play landed them on 
the Rams’ 31. Five plays later 
Dalton Walser found pay dirt at 
the end of a 15-yard jaunt, cut¬ 
ting Rockford’s lead to 24-21 
with about four minutes left in 
the game. 

Rockford contained Canton’s 
ensuing onside kick attempt and 
went 49 yards, capped by Zach 
Breen’s 11-yard touchdown run, 
making it 31-21 with 2:16 to go. 

Baechler said he underesti¬ 
mated the speed of both teams. 


“I thought we were going to 
be faster than heck, I really did,” 
he said. “They were fast, too. I 
didn’t think they would be that 
fast on both sides of the ball, so I 
was a little surprised.” 

“We really thought we could 
beat them,” he added. “They 
came in with that braggadocio 
and flair because they had won 
it before. I didn’t think they were 
as good as they thought they 
were and I thought we could 
beat them. But they proved they 
were that good.” 

Breen led the Rams with 17 
rushes for 118 yards. He rushed 
for the game’s first score—a 52- 
yarder to close out the first quar¬ 
ter, 7-0. VonEschen went 7-for-14 
in the air for 129 yards, including 
a 53-yard bolt to Sherd to tie the 
game at 14 with under 3:00 in the 
first half. 

McClendon knotted things up, 
7-7, in the second with a one- 
yard push into the end zone. 


Little wired a 41 yard pass to the 
running back, landing the Chiefs 
on Rockford’s 3 to set up the 
score. 

McClendon gave the Chiefs’ 
their first and only lead of the 
game, 14-7, when he broke loose 
for a 29-yard score at 5:41 of the 
second. He was Canton’s leading 
rusher with 89 yards on 20 car¬ 
ries. Walser gained 70 yards on 
11 attempts. 

Little, in his last game as the 
Chief’s leader, completed 4-of-12 
passes for 77 yards. 

“I’m very proud of my team,” 
he said. “It was fun coming all of 
this way—we didn’t capitalize 
when we needed to capitalize 
and that hurt us big. But I love 
playing with these guys; they’re 
like my brothers, my family.” 

Big plays or not it was still a 
pretty good year, according to 
Baechler, who wrapped up the 
season best, simply saying: 

“It was an amazing run.” 
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Lakers knock Canton out of regional playoff 



Canton’s Ja’nee Morton looks for an outlet last Monday during a 
regional match-up against West Bloomfield High at Northville High 
School. 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


All good things must come to 
an end. 

Unfortunately for the Canton 
girls basketball team, their 45-38 
loss to West Bloomfield High 
School in the state’s Class A 
regional tournament last Monday 
brought to an end one of the Lady 
Chiefs’ best seasons to date. 

Canton finished the season 
with a 19-5 overall record—one of 
the best in the very competitive 
Western Lakes Activity 
Association (WLAA). They won 
the WLAA Conference tourna¬ 
ment and district championships 
and made it to the regional tour¬ 
nament 

So there’s no doubt when first- 
year Canton head coach Brian 
Samulski said he has no regrets 
about the way the season ended. 

“The kids competed their 
butts off all year,” he said. “Tb get 
here is a big thing. Our district is 
tough with Salem, Northville, 
Plymouth and Novi and South 
Lyon—they’re all good teams 
with good programs. So the fact 
that they got here and the kids 
gave us an opportunity to win 
and come back tomorrow night is 
a good thing. We started off with a 
180 teams and it was down to 32 
at the start of tonight—that’s a 
good thing.” 

The first half of the contest 
remained close. West Bloomfield 
led, 10-9, after the first period. 


Canton’s junior point guard, 
Becci Houdek, nailed a triple at 
the six-minute mark for Canton’s 
only lead, 3-2, in the that quarter 
Junior guard Ja’nee Morton sank 
a double at the end of the frame 
to make it a one-point game, 10-9. 

Fbr the first two and half min¬ 
utes of the second quarter, nei¬ 
ther team scored. But senior for¬ 
ward Lisa Ealy went 4-for-4 from 
the line to give the Lady Chiefs a 
13-10 lead. Canton led the rest of 

-— 55 - 

We had a great run— 
we were conference 
tournament champs 
and district champs. 

Canton Head Coach 
Brian Samulski 


the way with shots from sopho¬ 
more center Marie Martin and 
Houdek, making it a 17-16 game 
at the half. 

Things tensed up after the 
break when West Bloomfield 
went on a 10-1 run to go up by 
seven, 27-20, at the end of round 
three. 

“They changed their defense 
up some in the second half and 
we had a harder time getting to 
the rim for layups,” Samulski 
said. “We got to the rim a lot in 
the first half for easy shots but we 
missed a lot, too.” 


Both teams’ offenses stepped 
up in the final session. Canton 
went on a 13-3 run in the middle 
of the quarter that erased most of 
a 12 point deficit to make it a 39- 
37 game. Houdek scored 10 of her 
team-leading 17 points in the 
fourth, including back-to-back 
triples when her Chiefs was 
down by 12 Ealy also chipped in 
with five of her nine points in the 
final quarter 

But West Bloomfield went 5- 
of-8 from the line down the 
stretch to put the game away, 45- 
38. 

‘To the kids’ credit we were 
down 12 and they hung in there,” 
Samulski said, “and then cut it to 
two at one point with about three 
(minutes) to go but we just could¬ 
n’t get over that hump.” 

West Bloomfield’s junior 
guard/forward Brittany Jones led 
her team with 15 points while 
freshman forward/center hit for 
14 

Morton finished with nine for 
Cantoa 

West Bloomfield Coach Larry 
Moore was happy about the victo¬ 
ry but admitted not knowing his 
opponent too well 

“Actually, I knew absolutely 
nothing at all about them,” he 
said of the Canton girls. “I hadn’t 
seen them play and I didn’t see 
any tape on them. One of my 
freshman coaches said he saw 
them play several times and said 
they were aggressive and liked to 
take the ball to the basket and 


that’s what they did. 

“Defensively we had to close 
on 33 (Ja’nee Morton)—she liked 
to get it at the top and drive it 
every time,” he added “We start¬ 
ed doubling up on her and took 
her out of the game So I think we 
kind of took her out off her 
game” 

In spite of the loss, Samulski 
confessed it was a pretty good 


ride to this point 

“We had a great run—we were 
conference tournament champs, 
district champs,” he said. “It goes 
back to that week when we lost to 
Northville and Plymouth back-to- 
back and then we showed that 
good teams bounce back and they 
bounced back and then they rat¬ 
tled off eight in a row. I’m proud 
of the kids.” 



AGENTS: Carol Bird, Michael Bird, Shirley Hebert, Paula James, Elaine Gutierrez, 
Kathy Kulwicki, Toni Clark, Marissa Young, Dawn Terzieff, Cindy Lunsford, Mary Ann 
Chudzinski, Rick Moore, Jan Godlesky, Thea Walker, Jerry Osak, Lillian Martinez, 
Peggy Dowling, Michelle Hebert, Pat Cullin, & Terry Bird 



For all your Real Estate needs call on 
Remerica Main Street Realty 



Remerica 


Awarded Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce 

Business of the Year 2005 


Remerica 



main street realty 


Conveniently located just north of 1-94 
at 10145 Belleville Road 

697-2450 

www.RemericaMainSt.com 
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“We have a good group of 
kids,” Behen said. <c We’re inex¬ 
perienced and we’ll have to 
play as hard as we can every 
game, but that’s a good thing.” 


Canton 2, Chippewa Valley 4 

The lead bounced back and 
forth between Canton and 
Chippewa Valley in the opening 
game of the Salem 
Thanksgiving Invitational at the 
Plymouth Cultural Center on 
FYiday. But the Big Reds earned 
the 4-2 victory. 

Chippewa Valley started the 
scoring in the first period with a 


full-strength goal at the 13:21 
mark. 

After a scoreless second 
frame, the Chiefs bounced back 
with a score from Giacomino at 
about the 10:22 mark of the 
third period. Tollison earned 
the assists on the play. 

Chippewa Valley answered 
with two goals 11 seconds apart 
for a 3-1 lead, but Giacomino 


narrowed the gap with his sec¬ 
ond goal of the night Gallagher 
and Cory Hames recorded the 
assists. 

The Big Reds put the game 
away, 4-2, with 47 seconds left 
•' on the clock. 

Canton 1, Forest Hills Northern 2 

Saturday’s game didn’t work 
out in Canton’s favor, either 

Grand Rapids Forrest Hills 


Northern overcame a one-goal 
deficit in the first for the 2-1 vic¬ 
tory. 

Canton’s loan goal was from 
Gallagher, assisted by Chris 
Wies. 

Canton hosts Creswood at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday at the Arctic 
Edge in Canton Township. 

Go to vnvwjournalgnMp.com 
for Nortkuitte hockey news. 
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No more tumbling 
around in the dark 
when the power goes 
out. The new 7,000 
Watt Standby 
Generator System from 
Briggs and Stratton 
Power Products offers 
the convenience and 
reliability of a premium 
automatic standby 
generator package at a 
traction of the cost. 
Designed to protect key 
household circuits 
during a power outage, 
this permanently 
installed standby 
generator is an 
automatic, compact, 
powerful solution to 
power failure. 


Reliable Performance 

The system features a reliable, long lasting Briggs & 

Stratton engine for maximum power, and a built-in weekly 
exerciser to keep the generator in top operating condition. 

Continuous Low Cost Fuel Supply 

A permanent hook-up to Natural Gas or Liquid Propane 
provides a safe, continuous, environmentally-friendly fuel source, 
eliminating the gasoline storage and refueling required with 
portable generators. 


Briggs A Stratton 

POWER PRODUCTS 
Controls by Eaton's Cutfer-Honmer 


Financing 

Available 
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Generator System 

Present this coupon upon purchase. 

Unit must be installed by 11/30/05. 

Free whole house surge protector with purchase. 
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Peace of Mind 


Protects your family and possessions by providing worry-free 
automatic backup power to your home in the event of a utility 
power failure. The Remote System Status Indicator also warns you 
of any troubles with the system from the safety of your home. 

Convenience 

Whether you are home or away, the system automatically 
supplies power to key circuits during a power outage, 
eliminating the need for clumsy extension cords required with 
portable generators. 
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Subscribe now to The Journal Newspapers 
Don’t miss a single edition of your local hometown 
news, features, columns and local sports. 

Call and subscribe today 734-467-1900. 
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Western Lakes All Conference basketball, football team selections 


The votes were cast and count¬ 
ed and the Western Lakes Activity 
Association (WLAA) All 
Conference and All Division 
teams have been decided. 

Awards were given to individu¬ 
als at last Wednesday’s WLAA 
Tournament title game hosted by 
Wayne Memorial High School. 
Canton won the tournament with 
a 32-29 victory against Walled 
Lake Central. 

WLAA All-Conference: 

Canton High School had two 


all-stars earn all-conference hon¬ 
ors—junior Becci Houdek and 
senior Lisa Ealy. Salem senior 
Teresa Coppiellie, Plymouth 
senior Jeanine Moise and 
Northville junior Danielle Toney 
along with Walled lake Central's 
junior Brittany Burkhardt also 
made the squad. 

Lakes All-Division: 

On the Lakes side of the confer¬ 
ence, Salem had both sophomore 
Alaya Mitchell and junior Lauren 
Kurtz received all-division honors. 


John Glenn’s senior Jennifer 
Swartz was also selected with 
Ashley Jolly (W.L. Northern), 
Danielle Smith (Stevenson) and 
Jess Helton (WL Central). 

Western All-Division: 

Plymouth seniors Kim Olech 
and Janet Hanchchett earned All- 
Division honors on the Western 
side of the conference. Canton 
junior Ja,nee Morton and 
Northville senior Simone Toney 
joins them along with Robyn 
Whalen (Franklin) and Malissa 


Moore (WL Western). 

All-Division Honorable Mentions: 

Canton: Leslie Olech, Kelsy 
Zamanski; John Glenn: Brandi 
Jones, Heather Lindon; 
Northville: Heather Cox, Sarah 
Stem; Plymouth: Jalesa Moise; 
Salem: Tayler Langham, Brianne 
Clarion, Keiyana Arnold; Wayne: 
Carrie Laubemds, LaDwan Jones, 
Alysa Henning; Churchill: 
Stephanie Bradshaw, Lindsey 
Graciak; Franklin: Trisha Morrill, 
Allison Milican, andrea McCall; 


Stevenson: Rachel Desentz, 
Amanda Alpert, Andrea Batshon; 
WL Central: Jess Howard, Kelly 
Costello; W.L Northern: Brittany 
Essian, Angie Niemi, Kylie 
Kutney, Lori Robinette; W. L. 
Western: Nicole Gooding, Lilhann 
Dolley. 

Team trophies were also given 
out at the ceremony to Plymouth 
and Salem high schools. They 
shared the conference title, hav¬ 
ing the best records in the confer¬ 
ence. 


Football 

WLLA All Conference 

Center: Mark Skotar (Salem), 
John Lietke (WL Central); Interior 
Linemen: Celso Flores (Wayne), 
Blake Karkaska (Franklin), Ryan 
Jonik (Canton), Shaun Bailey 
(Plymouth); Tight End: Jeremy 
Peer (Franklin); Wide Receivers: 
Davon Brown (Franklin), Tim 
Cross (WL Central); Quarterback: 
Matt McCullough (Franklin); 
Running Backs: Pat Clasgens 
(Franklin), D. J. Tracy (Franklin), 
Deshon McClendon (Canton); 
Kicker: Robert Anderson (W.L. 
Northern). 

Down Linemen: Randy Wright 
(W.L. Western), Andy Rossow 
(Canton), Aaron Snow (W.L. 
Northern), Thylor Fbx (Plymouth); 
End/OLB: Jeff Pier (Canton), Nick 
Lusk (W.L Central); Linebackers: 
Mitch Lelowek (Franklin), Matt 
Wozny (W.L Western), Chris Long 


(W.L. Central); Defensive Backs: 
Kevin Bradley (Salem), Kevin 
Long (W.L Central, Phil Muszynski 
(Franklin), Matt Sweda (Canton); 
Punter: Ryan Sheridan (W.L. 
Northern; At-Large: Josh Le Due 
(Plymouth), Shawn Little (Canton).\ 
Lakes All Division 
Center: Mike Carbot 

(Stevenson); Interior Linemen: 
Jayson Brailean (W.L Northern), 
J.T. Regan (Stevenson), Joe Sander 
(Salem), Anthony White (W.L. 
Central); Tight End: Tyler Root 
(Salem), Wide Receivers: Evan 
Jacobson (WL. Northern), Brian 
Chandler (Stevenson); 

Quarterback: Chad Casey 

(Stevenson), Running Backs: John 
Parvin (W.L Northern), Marcellus 
Howell (Churchill), Bryan Stolla 
(W.L. Central); Kicker: Craig 
Dropiewski (WL Central). 

Down Lineman: Ross Valore 
(Stevenson), Chris Faustyn (W.L. 
Northern), Deano Nicholases 


(W.L. Central); End/OLB: Jerry 
Smith (Glenn), Ryan McMillen 
(Stevenson); Linebackers: Lowell 
Schwalb (W.L. Central), Derek 
Palac (Glenn), Lineman: Cody Rize 
(Stevenson); Defensive Backs: 
Brandon Pratt (Glenn), B.J. 
Johnson (W.L. Northern), Alex 
Spiker (Stevenson); Punter Chris 
Fhrr(WL Central). 

Western All Division 
Center: Nate McManus 

(Plymouth); Interior Linemen: 
Robert Sheldon (W.L. Western), 
Evan Duey (Northville), Kevin 
Wengert (W.L. Western), Fred 
Keena (Canton); Tight End: 
Brandon Fender (Canton); Wide 
Receivers: Nick Coram (W.L. 
Western), Justin Bending 
(Franklin); Quarterback: Travis 
Maxey (W.L. Western); Running 
Backs: Brent Jones (Plymouth), 
Andrew Crushshon (Wayne), 
Tommy Bell (WL Western); Kicker 
Evan Corbeil (Northville). 


Down Linemen: Tyler 
Schonsheck (WL Western), Josh 
Perusse (Wayne), Matt Cassel 
(Franklin); End/OLB: Dimitri 
Touriski (WL Western), Tim Gault 
(Franklin); Linebackers: Mike 
McIntosh (Plymouth), Colin 
O'Shaughnessy (Canton), John 
Leverenz (Wayne); Defensive 
Backs: Toney Cottrell (W.L. 
Western), LA'Broderick Caldwell 
(Plymouth), Chris Bogdanski 
(Canton); Punter: Andy Omiatek 
(WL Western). 

Honorable Mentions 
Northville: David Stewart, Matt 
Wollack, Dittrick Williams, Chris 
McGuire, David Bandy, Tim 
Resnick, Joe Perpich, Greg Hasse; 
Canton: Jay Bailey, Nick Dunleavy, 
Mike Edwards, Marwan Faraj, 
Wardel Fuqua, Chriss Hasey, 
Conrad Konszitske, Andy Lafata, 
Donnie Laramie, Kyle Onding, Keil 
Price, Bill turner, Chris Woudstra, 
Joe Zugaj; Wayne: Ryan Bies, Bill 


Fallow, Nick Gotts, Mike Pitts, 
Blaine Simmons, Zack Kyle; 
Salem: Brian Baumgart, David 
Hutchinson, Ryan Kilgore, Chris 
Sorensen; Glenn: Alex Hudson, 
Chris Hylton, Lamar Keith, Shawn 
Murphy, Justin Rayburn, Justin 
Reid, Ray Precido, Frank 
Tourmina; Plymouth: Theo 
Brayboy, Matt Schultz, Brad Kraft, 
Jared Panyan, Nick Rosochacki, 
Vernon Stewart, Anthony Green, 
Nathan Gholston, Kevin Mino, Ali 
Saleem, Dan Norko; Churchill: 
Jack Beaver, Gerard Grysko, Josh 
Hubenschmidt, David Jeremy, 
John Robinson, Ryan Wood; 
FVanklin: Vincent Benavides, Dan 
Chynoweth, Anthony Farthing, 
Taylor Hurst, Dan Kozlowski, 
Phillip Krauss, Phil Reske, Pat 
Woodard; Stevenson: Nana 
Adomako, Cory Irvin, Colin 
Marquardt, T.J. Price, John 
Schwalm, Pat Treppa; W. L. 
Central: Aziz Antiyeh. 
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For Petes’ sake: Whalers fell to Petersborough in Shootout 


The Plymouth Whalers did 
everything imaginable except get 
the win against the OHLs best 
team, the Peterborough Petes, in 
a 6-5 shootout loss on Saturday at 
the Compuware Sports Arena 

Dan Ryder and Steve Downie 
scored in the shootout to decide 
the game for the Petes. Earlier, 
Patrick Kaleta scored a pair of 
goals to pace the Peterborough 
attack, while Aaron Dawson, 
Jordan Morrison and Fredrik 
Naslund—on a penalty shot- 
scored singles. 

Plymouth got single goals 
from Vaclav Meidl, Jared Boll, 
James Neal . and Andrew 
Fournier and John Vigilante— 
also on a penalty shot 

Evan Brophey, in his third 
game as a Whaler, contributed 
three assists and Ryan McGinnis 
added two for Plymouth. 

Two penalty shots in one 
game is one for the record books 
at the Compuware Sports Arena. 
It was the first time since the 
arena opened in 1996 that that 
has happened. 

Peterborough and Plymouth 
traded seven goals in a wild first 
period that saw Plymouth lead¬ 
ing, 4-3, after 20 minutes of play. 
Vigilante (penalty shot at 1:01), 
Meidl (5:58), Boll (9:58) and Neal 
(19:22) scored goals for 
Plymouth, sandwiched around 
Peterborough goals by Aaron 
Dawson (3:58), Kaleta (9:45) and 
Morrison (15:19). 


Naslund tied the game at 44 
with his penalty shot at 5:51 of 
the second period, but Fournier 
gave the Whalers a 54 lead when 
he scored on a shorthanded 
breakaway with 22 seconds left 
in the second period. 

Kaleta knotted the game 
again, 5-5, with 5:17 in regulation 
when he scored in the middle of 
scramble in front of the 
Plymouth goal. Whalers’ goal- 
tender Ryan Nie got a piece of 
the shot, but it trickled over the 
line to tie the game. 

In winning the shootout, 
Peterborough (20-2-1-0) has now 
won 15 games in a row. Plymouth 
sinks to 13-8-1-3 but remains in 
first place in the OHL’s West 
Division and picked up a point 
on Saginaw, who lost 8-2 to Owen 
Sound on Saturday night 

The win streak is quickly 
approaching existing league 
records even one—a 17-game 
win streak—set by the Whalers 
in 2000. The Windsor Spitfires 
won 16 straight games from Jan. 
18,1988 through Mar. 3,1988. The 
20044)5 London Knights won 18 
straight games from Oct 23, 2004 
through Dec. 8, 2004 and the 
Kitchener Rangers won 25 
straight games from Jan. 11,1984 
through Mar 16,1984 

Plymouth is off until next 
Friday night when they host 
Mississauga at 7:30 pm and 
Kitchener next Saturday night at 
7:30 at the Compuware Sports 


Arena. 


Whalers 2, Greyhounds 4 

Chris Lawrence’s power play 



Evan Brophey 



Wes Cunningham 

goal at 15:03 of the third period 
snapped a 2-2 tie and the Sault 
Ste. Marie Greyhounds went on 
to defeat Plymouth, 4-2, before 
3,144 at the Sault Memorial 


Gardens. 

Jared Boll scored his seventh 
goal of the season in the first 
period for Plymouth. John 
Vigilante added his 10th goal in 
the third period. 

Trevor Solomon, Brett 
Halstead and Cody Thornton— 
on an empty net—scored the 
other Soo goals. 

Sting 3, Whalers 4 

Dan Collins scored his 19th 
goal at 2:05 of overtime to cap a 
comeback victory for the 
Plymouth Whalers as they 
defeated the Sarnia Sting, 4-3, in 
overtime last Wednesday night at 
home. 

Before that the Whalers had 
to battle back from a 2-0 second- 
period deficit 

After a scoreless first period, 
Clune and Fraser scored goals 
for Sarnia to give the Sting a 2-0 
lead after 40 minutes. 

Vigilante cut the Sarnia lead 
to 2-1 at 1:18 of the third period, 
but Painchaud scored on a short- 
handed breakaway at 5:39 to 
bring the Sting back to a 3-1 lead. 
Neal cut the Sarnia lead to 3-2 
when he scored at 9:09 and Ward 
scored 1:41 later at 10:50 of the 
third period to tie the game at 3- 
3. 

Collins gave Plymouth the win 
at 2:05 of overtime when he took 
a pass from Meidl’s and beat 
Sting goaltender Parker 
VanBuskirk. 


That game marked the debut 
of center Evan Brophey and 
defenseman Wes Cunningham 
who were acquired earlier in the 
day from Belleville along with a 
fourth round draft choice in 2006 
in exchange for center Cory 
Tanaka and two second round 
draft choices. Brophey and 
Cunningham played regular 
shifts and did not score. 

Whalers acquire Brophey 
and Cunningham 

Plymouth Whalers’ President, 
General Manager and head 
coach Mike Vellucci traded Cory 
Tanaka and Plymouth’s second 
round draft choices in 2006 and 
2007 to the Belleville Bulls for 
center Evan Brophey and 
defenseman Wes Cunningham 
along with a 4th round 2006 draft 
choice. 

“It’s tough trading Cory,” 
Vellucci said. “He is a great hock¬ 
ey player and a quality individ¬ 
ual. In making the trade, we had 
a chance to acquire two of our 
needs - a number one center and 
another experienced defense- 
man You have to give up quality 
to get quality. 

Brophey 19, was Belleville’s 
leading scorer with 9 goals and 
17 assists for 26 points in 22 
games. 

Cunningham, 18, has 2 goals 
with 4 assists for 6 points and 26 
penalty minutes this year in 
Belleville. 



Let's hear it 


While Santa doesn't mention it, he has to be sure that he hears every child's 
Christmas wishes perfectly. That's why he tends to his hearing at HUG Center 
for Hearing at 445 S. Harvey in Plymouth. This year his was happy to see Kara 
Hug, left, Emily Hug and Gerald Hug, on all hand to make sure his ears were in 
perfect shape. The Center is open from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays and guarantees to provide the latest and best in hearing testing and 
devices, professionally and discreetly. For more information or an appointment, 
phone (734) 451 -0800. 



Out of sight 

Santa has been having his eyesight taken care of at Forest Place Optical for 
many years, and while Dr. Dennis Pickard, center, and technicians Dave 
Getschman, Sue Eubank and Tania Johnson have helped him every year, even 
though they haven't been able to convince him to try any of the hundreds of 
designer frames they offer. Aaron Pickard, next to Santa, however, doesn't think 
he should change a thing as long as Santa can read his wish list perfectly every 
year. Forest Place Optical, located at 449 S. Harvey, is open from 10 a.m. until 6 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays. For information, phone (734) 455-1727. 
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Classified 


01. Obituaries 

31. Help Wanted Sales 

50. Pets & Supplies 

64. Lawn & Garden Supplies 

78. Hunting / Fishing 

98. Mobile Homes for Rent 

110. Lots for Sale 

02. In Memoriam 

32. Help Wanted Drivers 

54. Rummage Sales 

65. Tree Service 

82. Wanted to Buy 

99. Flats for Rent 

111. Out of State Property 

03. Cards of Thanks 

33. Child Care 

55. Estate Sales 

66. Landscape / Nurseries 

87. Room for Rent 

100. Will Share 

112. Commercial Lease 

04. Monuments 

34. Specialized Services 

56. Flea Markets 

67. Garden Plant / Supplies 

88. Duplexes for Rent 

101. Wanted to Rent 

113. Real Estate Wanted 

& Cemetery Plots 

35. Situations Wanted 

57. Antiques 

68. Garden / Produce 

89. Apartments for Rent 

102. Storage 

114. Auto Accessories 

05. Announcements 

40. Business Opportunity 

58. Garage and Yard Sales 

70. Masonry / Brickwork 

90. Condos/Townhouses for Rent 

103. Business Property for Sale 

115. Autos for Sale 

06. Death Notices 

42. Pawn Shops 

59. Auctions 

72. Machinery Tools 

92. Business Places for Rent 

104. Farms & Acreage for Sale 

116. Antique & Classic Cars 

07. Attorneys 

43. Money to Loan 

60. Misc. Sales 

73. Musical Merchandise 

93. Banquet Halls 

105. Mobile Homes for Sale 

117. Trucks & Vans for Sale 

08. Entertainment 

44. Music/Art Lessons 

61. Misc. Items 

74. Sporting Goods 

94. Farm Land for Rent 

106. Houses for Sale 

118. Freebies 

09. Lost & Found 

45. Private Tutoring 

62. Building Supplies 

75. Boats / Accessories 

95. Garages for Rent 

107. Condos/Townhouses for Sale 

119. Auto Repairs 

10. Coming Events 

46. Private Instruction 

63. Business and 

76. Remodeling & Renovations 

96. Houses for Rent 

108. Lake and Resort 

120. Motorcycles 

30. Help Wanted 

47. Riding/Horses/Stables 

OfficeEquipment 

77. Recreation Vehicles 

97. Cottages for Rent 

109. Income Property 

121. Autos Wanted 


6. Legal-Notices 


ATTENTION 

Wayneland Eagles #4104 
Aerie Members 

The final reading and vote 
on Aerie By-Laws will be 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2005 
at 7:30 PM at the regular 
membership meeting. 



Well established salon 
seeking hair stylists, mani¬ 
curist and electrologist. 
Some clientele preferred 
Call for appointment. 
313-320-8637 


DRIVER - COVENANT 
TRANSPORT. Regional 
Runs Available. Excellent 
Pay & Benefits. Exp. 
Drivers, Teams, O/O & 
Students Welcome. 
Refrigerated Now 
Available. 888-MORE-PAY 
(1-888-667-3729). 


DRIVERS'- SEMI-OTR DRI¬ 
VERS, are you just a num¬ 
ber? Come work for the 
Buske Family, 

Good Equip, Pay, 
Benefits.... More, 

Ask our Drivers. 
800-879-2486 x 286 


DRIVERS - SEMI-OWNER 
OPERATORS! Earn up to 
$1.41 per mile. Free Base 
Plates, Permits, Qual-Com. 
No touch freight! Drivers, 
Check us Out. 
1-877-613-6385 x286 


HELP WANTED: Want to 
work for a Michigan news¬ 
paper? Get a free weekly 
e-mail list of newspaper 
positions available. Visit 
http://www.michigan- 
press.org/subscribe.php. 


NOW HIRING FOR 2005 
Postal Positions. 

$18.50-$59.00+/hr. Full 
benefits/Paid Training & 
Vacations. No experience 
necessary. 1-800-584-1775 
Public Announcement. 
Ref#6868 


OWNER OPERATORS OR 
DRIVERS Wanting to 
Own!!! Run within 300 
miles of home. Dry Van, 
Majority Drop/Hook, 
Repeat Lanes and 
Customers, Consistent 
Home Time & Pay. 
^Flexible Lease Purchase 
Program* To Learn More... 
Give Us A Call Today!!!! 

1 -888-446-4642 TransCorr 

Call 

734-467-1900 
to place your 
classified ad. 


WE HAVE REGIONAL 
DRIVERS who'll earn over 
$72,000 this year! How 
much will You earn? Home 
weekly! We simply offer 
more! Heartland Express 
1-800-441-4953 
www. heartlandexpress. com 


ALL CASH CANDY 
ROUTE. Do you earn up to 
$800/day? Your own local 
candy route. Includes 30 
machines and Candy. 

All for $9,995. 

Call 1-800-814-6472. 


34. Specialized 
Services 


ADULT FOSTER HOME 
KENVIC HOMES 
(Kenvic America, Inc.) 
29219 York Street 
Inkster, Ml 48141 
734-776-7323 

Mich. License 
#AS820278865 

Newly licensed home 
for 3 adults 

Fenced and luxuriously 
furnished 

Single occupancy rooms 

Air-conditioned living room 

Exceptional care by 
Registered Nurse owner 

Safe retired community 
area: Inkster/Westland 
boundary 

Excellent for adults 
seeking self determination 

Please call today to 
schedule inspection 


$$CASH$$ Immediate 
Cash for Structured 
Settlements, Annuities, 
Law Suits Inheritances, 
Mortgage Notes & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth- #1 
1-(800)794-7310. 


40. Business 
Opportunity 


Earn up to 
$100+ per party. 
Easy and fun 
candle parties. 
No investment. 
Call Marilynn 
734-729-5456 


44. Music 
Lessons 


Private Flute Lessons 
Professional & ethical 
teacher 

Teaching over 20 years. 
Teaching all levels 
(children & adults) 
Phd., Interlochen 
Alumni/Faculty 
Guaranteed lowest rates 
Studio locations in 
Plymouth & Royal Oak 
Call: 734-420-0031 


59. Auctions 


CITY OF WESTLAND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
AUCTION 

On DECEMBER 6, 2005 
the Westland Police 
Department will conduct 
public auctions of 
impounded abandoned 
vehicles. The first auction 
will begin promptly at 
10:00am at Westland 
Service Towing, 300 S. 
Newburgh, Westland, Ml, 
County of Wayne, where 
the following vehicles will 
be offered for sale to the 
highest bidder: 

2001 Ford ZX2 
2 Dr. Silver 
3FAFP11321R110009 

The second auction will 
begin promptly at 11:00am 
at Westland Car Care, 
6375 Hix Rd., Westland, 
Ml, County of Wayne, 
where the following vehi¬ 
cles will be offered for sale 
to the highest bidder: 

t 

1971 Buick Apollo 
2 Dr Blue 
4B17HSN114137 

The third auction will begin 
at 12:30 at 

Bridge Towing & Storage, 
21720 W. Eight Mile Rd., 
Southfield, County of 
Oakland, where the follow¬ 
ing vehicles will be offered 
for sale to the highest 
bidder: 

1994 Toyota Tercel 
4 Dr Red 

JT2EL43TXR0397765 

1990 Mercury Cougar 
2 Dr Red 

1MEPM6049LH656565 

1995 Dodge Stratus 
4 Dr White 

1B3EJ46X1SN608731 


All vehicles are sold in "as 
is" condition. Bidding on 
all vehicles will start at the 
amount due for towing and 
storage. Vehicles may be 
deleted from this list at any 
time prior to the start of the 
auction. 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
Sunday, Dec. 18, 10:00AM 
Fort Knox Self Storage 
39205 Ford Rd., Westland 
(734)981-0700 
www.fortknoxmi.com 

In order to satisfy liens for 
unpaid rent, Fort Knox Self 
Storage, in accordance 
with Michigan law, will sell 
to the highest cash bidder, 
the entire contents of each 
of the following storage 
units. All units contain 
common household goods 
unless otherwise noted: 

#535 - B. Porter 
#541 - T. Massey 
#513 - Enertrols 
#501 - D. Harris 
#519- P. Hawkins 
#454 - B. Grissamer 
#464 - J. Johnson 
#387 - H. Adkins 
#231 - C. Pope 
#273 - O. Doolan 
#275 - J. Humphreys 
#277 - D. Santos 
#198 - P Scheinker 
#026 - M. Williams 


Notice is hereby given 
that on 12/15/05 at 
1:30pm, the following will 
be sold by competitive bid¬ 
ding at The Storroom Self 
Storage 

40600 Michigan Avenue. 
Canton, Ml: 

Unit #637 
Harold C. Sheffer II 
1 Refrigerator 
1 Misc. small appliance 
1 TV, 2 Hand tools 
6 Household furnishings 
12 Misc. household goods 
50 Misc. boxes/bags 

24 Other misc. items 

Unit #504 
James Finch 
1 Misc. small appliance 
4 Household furnishings 
6 Misc. boxes/bags 
1 Power tool 
10 Other misc. items 

Unit #1008B 
Wanna Johnson 

25 Misc. boxes/bags 


10 Other misc. items 

Unit #231 
Alicia Davis 

4 Household furnishings 
13 Misc. boxes/bags 
6 Other misc. items 


61. Misc. Items 


(NEW) Canopy Bed with 
New Orthopedic Mattress 
and Box set. All in original 
boxes and plastic with full 
factory warranty. 

Must Sell 
Only $260.00 
(734)637-2012 


7 Piece Designer 
Bedroom Suite 
with TV Armoire. 
Brand “ New " in original 
unopened boxes. Beautiful 
Cherry Finish. 

Must See. 

Can Deliver 
Sacrifice $950 
734-326-2744 


Bed. NEW Queen Size 
Double Sided Pillow Top 
Mattress Set. 

New in plastic 
w/full factory warranty. 
$160.00 
Can Deliver 
734-721-3799 


Cherry Bedroom Set. 
Brand New 4 piece set in 
boxes. Headboard, Nite 
Stand, Dresser and Mirror. 
Sacrifice for only $360.00 
734-326-2744 


Complete Pecan 
Bedroom Set 
King Size Bed 
w/headboard/box 
springs/mattress, 
Double dresser 
w/large mirror 
Chest of drawers 
Excellent condition 
$300 

Call: 248-349-0228 


3-WEEK BUILDING SALE! 
"Last Chance!" 
20x26 Now $3995, 
25x30- $5700, 
30x40- $8300, 
40x60-$12,900. 

Others. Meets high snow 
and wind. One end 
included. Pioneer 
1-800-668-5422 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
weekly rates. 
Refrigerator, microwave, 
HBO. Call 734-721-1220, 
Tel-96 Inn 313-535-4100. 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 


CANTON DAYS INN 

Low Daily, Weekly, and 
Monthly rates. 
Group & Corp. Rates 
Data ports, Nintendo and 
In-room movies 
Meeting room for up to 
35 people 

Free deluxe breakfast 
Guest Laundry 
Microfridge in all rooms 
All local calls free 
Free High speed wireless 
internet. 

40500 Michigan Avenue. 
Exit 22 off 1-275 
734-721-5200 
www.daysinncanton.com 


Nice & Clean 
College Dorm Style - 
$85 to $125 per week. 
Electricity & Gas included. 
Phone hookup available. 
Washer & Dryer. 

On Michigan Avenue 
between Merriman 
and Henry Ruff. Private 
Entrance. 

Call: 734-777-3232 
Ask for Dan 


PLACE YOUR STATEWIDE 
AD HERE! $299 buys a 
25-word classified ad 
offering over 1.6 million 
circulation and 4.2 million 
readers. Plus your ad will 
be placed on Michigan 
Press Association's 
website. Contact this 
newspaper for details. 


Call 

734-467-1900 
to place your 
classified ad. 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 


NORWAYNE 

31439 Alcona 
2 Bedroom Duplex 

Seeking a mature individ¬ 
ual or couple to do light 
maint. and upkeep of 
grounds in exchange for 
reduced rent. All neces¬ 
sary equipment furnished 
by landlord. 

Call: 734-379-6817 
References req. 


WAYNE 

2225 Delton Ct., 
Wildwood/Palmer area 3 
Bedroom, shed, 
$675/month 
$325 Security Deposit 
Call 734-522-1512 


WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 

Call for list of 

available 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
duplexes, and single 
family homes. Section 
8 welcome. Lead safe 
units available. 
Professional full-time 
management. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 


WAYNE 

Near Wayne Road Very 
quiet and clean 
1-bedroom. Heat and 
water included. 
Ideal for singles and 
retiree’s. 

No Pets 
$450/month 
with approved credit 
Sec. 8 welcome 
313-561-9818 
or 313-247-2075 


Worship Directory 


Christ Tetnpfe Apostolic Jaitft CEurcfi 

DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 

[ Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) 

Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-l 1:00 a.m.) 

Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-l :30 p.m.) 

*♦Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under** 


29124 Eton Street • Westland, Ml 48186 • 734-326-3833 




Sunday School 10A.M. - Service 11A.M. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:30P.M. 
Pastor Earl Duncan 

Morningstar Church 

28563 Pardo 
Garden City, MI 48135 
734-367-3029 


2. In Memoriam 



16th Year Memoriam 
July 20,1920 - December 2,1989 

In loving memory of Gwendolyn Woody, gone 
but not forgotten in our hearts. Not a day goes 
by when we don't think of you and remember 
the happy times we shared. 

Love, 

Marquis, Kathy, Gloria, 

Michelle, and Garnett 


34. Specialized Services 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 

COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 


Remodeling • Service • City Repairs 


734-722-0037 gr 

35728 Van Bom • Wayne 


R.E. Graham Construction & Roofing 

Serving Wayne & Oakland Counties since 1979 

734 - 432-1071 • 800 - 842-4541 

www. regrahamconstruc tion. com 

Residential & Commercial 
Licensed and Insured 
Financing Available 


57. Antiques 
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WAYNE, Ml 

Quiet 1 Bedroom 
Well maintained 
Heat/water/A/C inc. 
No pets 

Great for singles & 
retiree’s 
$470/month 
Call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 or 
734-718-9521 
or owner @ 
734-878-0859 


WESTLAND 

1 bed, remodeled, 
extra nice, 
$450 + security 
Call 248-892-0262 


96. Houses 
For Rent 


BELLEVILLE 

Luxury lake front cottage, 
1 Bed, 1 bath, 
open floor plan. 
Hardwood, ceramic, AC, 
dock. Nice setting, 
all appliances 
Month to month 
$825/month plus 
utilities and security. 
734-968-5714 


BELLEVILLE 

Brick, all appliances 
Pets negotiable 
$750 

ROMULUS 

Air, garage 
Pets negotiable 
Sec. 8 ok 
$750 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


INKSTER 

2 homes on Lehigh & 
Stanford. Section 8 ok. 
Rent, rent to own or lease 
with option to buy 
available. 

Ask about our 
Hot Tub Special. 

Call Becky at: 
734-521-0270 


INKSTER 

2-3 Bedroom $700-800 

WESTLAND 

Duplexes $650 

WESTLAND 

4 Bedrooms $1150 

LIVONIA 

2 Bedrooms $800 

Call (734) 261-3434 


INKSTER 

3 Bedroom, C/A 
Full basement 
New carpet 
New kitchen cabinets 
All appliances 
Section 8 ok 
$850/mon. plus 
$850 Sec. Deposit. 
734-560-2965 


INKSTER 

3 Bedroom 
Available now! 
Fenced yard 
$600 

INKSTER 

3 Bedroom 
Fenced for pets 
Option 2 buy 
$675 

Many Homes 
Available 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


BOLD PRINT 
ATTRACTS 
MORE READERS! 


INKSTER 

Attention 

Section 8 Renters 
4 Bedroom Bungalow 
New kitchen, windows, 
bathroom & carpet 
Ready for immediate 
occupancy 
$700 moves you in 
Option to buy 
Call 734-717-8284 


WAYNE 

3 Bedroom, remodeled 
Air, appliances 
$795 

GARDEN CITY 

Available now! 
Deck, fenced 
$650 

All Cities 
Available 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


WESTLAND 

Air, garage, fenced 
Option 2 buy 
$650 

WESTLAND 

Available Now! 
Garage, fenced 4 pets 
$700 

Several Homes 
Available 
RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


106. Houses For 
Sale 


INKSTER 

Quiet, clean homeowner 
neighborhood. 

New roof, siding, windows 
and carpeting. 
Freshly painted. 

2-car garage, fenced yard, 
full basement 
Immediate occupancy 
Must see! 

$69,900 

Land Contract Available 
Call 313-584-5400 and ask 
for Rita or Terry 


BOLD PRINT 
ATTRACTS 
MORE READERS! 
CALL 734-467-1900 
to place your ad. 


INKSTER 

Super clean, 

2 bedroom brick ranch 
On huge lot 
Newly carpeted and 
painted 

Updated bath, new 
furnace and C/A 
Partially finished basement 
w/additional BEDROOM 
and full bath 
Huge Florida room 
2.5 attached garage 
C of O by seller 
Immediate Occupancy 
Owner is anxious to sell 
$94,900 
Dave Abdallah 
Century 21 
313-274-7200 


DESTIN, FL. Renal rates 
from $800/mo! 
Beachfront/off-beach. 
10% discount for 2-mo. 
reservation Dec. to Feb. 
Snowbird activities/golf 
discounts. ECVR & Sales. 
1-888-23BEACH 
www.ecvr.com 


FLORIDA! Looking for a 
Home In Paradise? Look 
no further then Welcome 
Home Real Estate 
Magazine. The Foremost 
"Free" Authority on S.W. 

Florida's Gulf Coast. 

(800) 395-9373. 
lshinsky@welcomehome.com 


OWN A PRIVATE 
MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
Spectacular gated river¬ 
front mountain community 
near Asheville, NC. 

1 - 8 acre building sites 
from the $60s. 
Borders National Forest. 
Community lodge 
& river walk. 

Call 866.340.8446 


ALL TYPES OF MORT¬ 
GAGES & HOMEOWNER 
LOANS' Refinancing, Bill 
Consolidations, Home 
Improvement, Back Taxes, 
Any Credit, Purchases, 
Foreclosures, Fast Cash 
Closings! Anytime! 

1-800-611-3766 
Access Mortgage! 


Call 734-467-1900 
to place your 
classified ad. 




DAVID C. BROWN 

FUNERAL HOME 
460 E. HURON RIVER DRIVE 

David C. Brown, Manager 

Belleville 734-697-4500 


Harry J. Will 

Funeral Homes 

34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 

(734) 721-5600 

Tom Lynch • Manager Also in Liuonia 

Jim Henley • Director & Redford 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 

Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 

35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 • (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE • FAX 278-7314 

fftl Tk Penn funeral Ita 

“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 


313-278-6300 


3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
Inkster, Ml 48141 


FUNERAL HOME 


Crane- 


36885 GODDARD 
ROMULUS 
734-941-9200 
WILLIAM A. CRANE 


DR. DANIELS AND SON 
REAL ESTATE LOANS 
AND BUYS LAND CON¬ 
TRACTS. Fast Funding, 
Private Money. Homes, 
Land, All Property Types 
$10,000 to $500,000. Any 
Credit, Any Reason, Deal 
Directly with Decision 
Maker. 1-800-837-6166, 
248-335-6166 
allan@drdanielsandson.com 


ALL MORTGAGE LOANS 
Refinance & use your 
home's equity for any pur¬ 
pose: Land Contract & 
Mortgage Payoffs, Home 
Improvements, Debt 
Consolidation, Property 
Taxes. Cash available for 
Good, Bad, or Ugly Credit! 
1-800-246-8100 Anytime! 
United Mortgage Services. 
www.umsmortgage.com 


118. Freebies 


REACH 3.5 MILLION 
Michigan readers with a 
2x2 display ad for only 
$999 - Contact this news¬ 
paper for details. 


Whirlpool washer 
Good Condition $75 
734-595-0943 


BOLD 

PRINT 

ATTRACTS 

MORE 

READERS! 

CALL 

734-467-1900 
to place your ad. 





One Bedroom Apartments for 
Arsons 62 and older starting at 
jjist $367 per month!* 

Tree Medicare Seminar 
reopen to the public on 
Tuesday, Dec 6th at 2:00 p.m. 


to reserve your 

*• 


* i ncome Tlmytf apply 


89. Apartments for Rent 


ARTMENTS 

lnksterAdul+ Community • Mode^AparfmEen+s 


FROM 


M§P/mO. Over 640(S p. Ft! 

/7 Qnoria/I 1 Bedroom! 


(3 Month Special) 

$99.00 Security Deposit w/approved credit 


Central Air & Heat • Garbage Disposal 
• Large Walk-In Closets 
Ample Off-Street Parking • Laundry Facilities 


■ 1 Block n. of Michigan Avenue -15 minutes 
to Metro Airport, Amtrac, Ford Village 
■ Smart Bus Transportation to Downtown Detroit 

£hori Term Leese Available. 

CALL 

734-718-8i09^^921pl5;9JB| 


The JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 
is looking for qualified candidates 
to fill the following position: 

SALES CONSULTANT: 
As a Sales Consultant, 
the qualified candidate 
will have the ability to 
communicate, a drive to succeed 
and the desire to work in 
a fast paced sales environment. 
Prior sales experience is preferred, 
but we will train the right candidate. 


The JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS 
is a family owned business with over 100 years 
of newspaper experience in Western Wayne County. 


If you are interested in this position, please email your resume and cover 
letter to rvounQ@journalaroup.com . call 734-467-1900 ext. 252 or fax 
your resume and cover letter to 734-729-1840 (attn: Rob Young). 


The JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug Free Workplace. 


Up Savings at: 


*FREE HEAT & WATER* 

$490 - $628 

(Conditions Apply) 

33095 Forest, Wayne, MI 

734 326-7800 

South of Michigan Ave.. Just off of Venoy 


Tuscan Manor 

apartments 

ONE MONTH FREE RENT! 

Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $560* 

Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $660* 

•Extensive Storage • Fitness Center 
•Minutesfrom Eastern Ml University, 
Metro Airport & University of Ml 


3 Blks. South of Belleville Rd. 
(Main St.) On Huron River Drive 


For Details Call 

(734) 699-2042 
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Hollywood produces releases fail 

lioUiiy dois to promises 



Ice Hanrest never 


warms to 

Charlie (John Cusack) is a 
Kansas lawyer with close ties to 
the local mob; so close that he 
finds a way to steal $2 million 
from them without anyone get¬ 
ting suspicious—for about 5 min¬ 
utes, anyway. Don’t ask how he 
does it, because The Ice Harvest 
isn’t about the actual theft. 
Instead, we follow Charlie and 
his partner in crime, Vic (Billy 
Bob Thornton) around town as 
they wait out a Christmas Eve 
ice storm and dodge their venge¬ 
ful victim. 

This movie had promise: the 
cast seemed nicely picked, with 
Cusack’s somber and forlorn 
face a nice match for the bum¬ 
bling underachiever Charlie. 
Thornton, who is as reliable as 
anybody can be when it comes to 
playing nutcases, was in position 
here to steal the film. And 
Director Harold Ramis has 
made some solid hits in his 
career, most notably 
Caddyshack, Groundhog Day and 
National Lampoon’s Vacation. 

Ramis has also had some 
misses: Stuart Saves His Family, 
Bedazzled, and now The Ice 
Harvest, which was released the 


potential 

day before Thanksgiving and 
ended up in 10th place at the 
box office, taking in only $5 mil¬ 
lion during the long weekend. 

The problem with Harvest is 
that it never gains any forward 
momentum. In outline, the story 
is funny enough. And it isn’t all 
bad, but it never gets cohesive 
enough to identify even a strong 
20 minutes. In other words, the 
outline is pretty much all we 
ever get It’s not just the heist we 
miss—we never get to find out 
anything. The funny parts are 
just mildly amusing, and though 
Charlie is a sad sap, we never 
get a good reason to feel sorry 
for him. 

That said, the movie is not 
without a certain dark charm. 
The first half of the movie sees 
Charlie roam to a range of strip 
clubs, all of them suitably scum¬ 
my. 

This is how the pathetic 
Charlie is spending Christmas, 
away from his kids (he’s 
divorced from his wife) and tak¬ 
ing care of his drunk friend 
(who’s now married to her). The 

See Harvest, page 22 


Producers can keep 
Yours, Mine and Ours 



Sometimes a stellar cast can 
transform a ho-hum movie into 
something remarkable. But, as 
the recently released Yours, 
Mine, & Ours proves, sometimes 
they can’t 

The uninspired film—a mod¬ 
em version of the 1968 movie of 
the same name—follows the 
antics of the whirlwind courtship 
and marriage of two high school 
sweethearts years after gradua¬ 
tion. Frank Beardsley (Dennis 
Quaid), is a well-liked admiral in 
the U.S. Coast Guard with eight 
children who he, following the 
death of his wife, has trained 
drill instructor-style to be perfect¬ 
ly behaved and obsessively neat 
Their perfectly regimented rou¬ 
tine is destroyed, however, when 
Frank marries his old flame, 
Helen White (Rene Russo)— who 
couldn’t be more his opposite. A 
professional designer, she 
eschews his obsessive organiza¬ 
tion giving her children — all 10 of 


them—the opportunity to 
‘express themselves’ and to 
develop their individual creativi¬ 
ty. If that makes her home look 
like it is inhabited by wild beasts, 
then so be it 

When the unlikely family is 
forced to coexist, it doesn’t go 
well (surprise, surprise.) War is 
declared as the offspring do 
everything in their power to 
retain the life they have always 
known and loved—whether it 
was quasi-military regimentation 
and expectations of perfection or 
semi-neglectful bohemian atmos¬ 
phere. 

Unfortunately, Quaid’s won¬ 
derfully expressive face and gift 
for physical comedy and Russo’s 
classic caricature of new age 
motherhood isn’t enough to carry 
the film. liven the actors portray¬ 
ing their children do an excellent 
job, for the most part The real 
problem with the film isn’t the 
acting—it’s everything else. The 


plot was tired and cliche-ridden 
when the original film was 
released nearly 40 years ago and 
it hasn’t improved with age. I sus¬ 
pect that most moviegoers could 
guess what they were going to 
see—from the rivalry that springs 
up between teen sisters to the 
inevitable heartwarming 
moments—before they ever 
entered the theater 

All in all, the film is too 


schmaltzy and too clearly 
inspired by the Brady Bunch to 
have had a real chance at sur¬ 
vival. 

Unlike some of the recent re¬ 
visitations of classic family 
films —The Parent Trap, Freaky 
Friday—the film does absolutely 
nothing to update the storyline 
for contemporary society. 
Although the film is rated PG and 
is presumably child-friendly, par¬ 


ents of young children might 
want to think twice. Not because 
it’s violent or adult in any way- 
just because it’s rather dull. 
Although there are a few prat¬ 
falls and some slapstick humor- 
most of which is shown in the 
previews—in the end the film 
has a lot of talk and not all that 
much actioa 

The film has a running time of 
about 90 minutes. 
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Audiences should stay out of In the Mix 


It happens all the time. A star 
who has come into his/her own 
in another entertainment genre 
receives a slew of offers to star in 
awful movie roles. 

Coming off the enormous suc¬ 
cess of his Confessions album, 
music uberstar Usher got 
offered—and took—on this 
putrid role when he was offered 
a part in In The Mix. 

Usher plays Darrell, an up- 


and-coming DJ with childhood 
ties to a mafia family led by 
Frank (Chazz Palminteri). The 
family is embroiled in a mysteri¬ 
ous turf war, and through a 
series of mishaps and misunder¬ 
standings, Darrell is enlisted as 
the bodyguard for Frank’s 
daughter, Dolly (Emmanuelle 
Chriqui). They’re from different 
worlds, and yet, Darrell and 
Dolly realize, they’re also quite 


attractive and might just fall in 
love. 

The film actually depicts a 
young-adult interracial romance 
onscreen; and, with a light touch, 
avoids any temptation to make it 
into a social drama It would be 
nice if these depictions were 
more common in the film world; 
then I could just say that In the 
Mix has no merit whatsoever It’s 
already so close to being true. 


Filmmakers always look to 
capitalize on an entertainer’s 
success in an attempt to fatten 
their pockets. In The Mix is yet 
another example of this. It’s a 
cute film for teens to go see—I 
don’t think the day before 
Thanksgiving opening date is a 
coincidence, but, outside of 
Usher’s popularity, I don’t see 
any reason for anyone to go see 
this film. 


Harvest 

FROM PAGE 21 


characters, the mood of the bars, 
the descent into drunkenness as 
dawn approaches—all of this 
opens a world of possibility. But 
while the camera is dutifully 
pointed at Cusack, he never 
makes it clear what his charac¬ 
ter’s problem is. At one point, 
Charlie opines that there’s no 
reason to have regrets. But the 
movie sets him up as a misguid¬ 
ed criminal in search of redemp¬ 
tion. Then, he reacts to the disas¬ 
trous events unfolding around 
him with irritating passiveness. 
Perhaps Cusack wasn’t the best 
match for this role, after all. 

Thornton is likewise wasted, 
and seems a bit lost—as if he 
realizes his screen time will be 
far less than advertised. As Vic, 
he seems bored with the whole 
operation 

Oliver Platt is clearly perfect 
as the drunk friend, but how 
hard is it to play a drunk? Here’s 
someone who could have given 
great emotional depth to the 
role, but like the others, he 
remains one-sided to the end. 

As Charlie and Vic see their 
plan dissolve, we start to care 
less about who’s double crossing 
who because we don’t know 
where they’ve come from and 
we don’t care what they’re doing. 

It’s too bad —The Ice Harvest 
had all the makings of a dark 
holiday classic, but like their 
master plan, the robbery, they 
bungle the movie, too. 


25 Days of Christmas home video entertainment 


We here at The Journal Newspaper staff 
have compiled a list of our 25 favorite 
Christmas movies to share with our loyal 
readers. The list is designed to give readers 
an idea of some of the most entertaining hol¬ 
iday films available at the local video store- 
one for each night from tonight (Dec. 1) to 
Christmas Day. 

Dec. 1 

Trapped in Paradise (1994) 

On Christmas Eve the Firpo brothers, 
three big-city crooks played by Nicolas Cage, 
Dana Carvey and Jon Lovitz, go from New 
York City to the small, quaint town of 
Paradise for the score of a century. 

Dec. 2 

Emit Otter's Jug-Band Christmas (1977) 

From Jim Henson, the creator of the 
Muppets, comes a story about Emmet Otter 
and his mother who are dirt poor but 
blessed with musical talent and good singing 
voices. Christmas is around the comer and 
they both want to get each other presents. 


The talent show is coming and the prize is 
$50. Ma rights a song and Emmett forms a 
jug-band. 

Dec. 3 

Die Hard (1988) 

Not your typical holiday flick but the guys 
should love that it made the list A New York 
City cop (Bruce Willis) gets trapped in a Los 
Angeles skyscraper occupied by terrorists on 
Christmas Eve. 

Parents might want to send the kids to 
bed early or invest in some earmuffs 
because there’s a lot of shooting, a lot of 
killing and tons of swearing. But it does take 
place at Christmas. 

Dec. 4 

Jingle AH the Way (1996) 

High-powered business man Howard 
Langston (Arnold Schwarzenegger) loves his 
wife, Liz, and son, Jamie, but never seems to 
have any time to spend with them. Howard 
swears to make it up to Jamie, promising to 
buy him the most sought after Christmas 
present, Turbo Man. His odessy to find the 


toy turns in to a epic misadventure as he bat¬ 
tles a crazed postman (Sinbad) for the final 
Turbo Man. 

Dec. 5 

Frosty the Snowman (1969) 

Jimmy Durante narrates this classic tale 
about the most famous of all snowman, 
Frosty, magically brought to life. Karen, 
neglected by her parents stumbles across a 
magical hat rumored to be the property of an 
evil magician. She places the hat on Frosty's 
head and he magically comes to life. 

Dec. 6 

Prancer (1989) 

This cute family comedy is one for the 
kids. The story revolves around a young girl, 
Jessica, who stumbles across an injured 
reindeer in the woods near her father's 
apple farm in Michigan. She is convinced 
that it is Prancer, one of the reindeer that 
pulls Santa's sleigh on Christmas. She slowly 
nurses the animal back to health but not 
before the local and national media have a 
field day. 



201 E. MAIN STREET • NORTHVILLE • 248-449-3700 
AAAINSTREETBANK.NET 


Welcome Mome to Main Street ffianfo! ® 


Watch your rate rise with your Hometown Bank’s 

Six Plus Six 
Certificate of Deposit! 

Get a great rate for the I st six months, with a guaranteed rate for the 2 nd six months!** 



1 st - 6 Months 
2 nd - 6 Months 


*Six Plus Six certificate of deposit must be opened with a $i,ooo balance or greater to earn advertised rate. Certificates of Deposit are subject to penalty for 
early withdrawal. No penalty for withdrawal if funds are withdrawn after first six months as long as withdrawal occurs within grace period. Offer may be 

discontinued at any time. Offer applies to personal accounts only. Member FDIC. **According to Main Street Bank’s posted rate at time of change 
request. 
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^ Christmas ^ 
Items Only At The 

Plymouth Location 


fp Prelighted 
Christmas Trees 
Mountain King 
Christmas Trees 
Wreaths 


Lights 

Novelty Trim 

• Gift Items 

• Santas 

• Snowmen 

• Picks 

• Ribbon 
& More! 


Your Choice of 6 Select Styles 

(TREES VALUED UP TO $250) 

Tree Sizes from 6 1/2 to 7 1/2 Feet 

Cornwell /« 


Expires 12/24/05 


Plymouth 

874 Ann Arbor Rd 
(734) 459-7410 

M, Th, F 10-8 


(Hour? Effective-Sunday 11.13) 


ET 

1 & Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5 

■ Christmas W orld A 


Closed Wednesda 1 

v| 734-459-7410 • With coupon. Not valid 

with other offers. See store for details. Cra 
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CALL 1-800-275-3673 

www.demmer.com 


J In prico. “All looses oro 10,500 miles 

extra. Soo Jack Dommor for comptoto 


Tax and plntos 
early print doa 


SERVICE 

Monday through Friday 
T OO am * 5:30 qm 


mamdto 




A-Plan 


Per Month 

SI897 Due At Signing 


H*.Per Month 

$1936 Due At Signing 

Attn: Ford Hourly Retirees And Family Members! 

2 yr.121,000 ml. A-plan lease, +tax, title & Acquisition Fee 


Per Month 

$1975 Due At Signing 


2 yr.121,000 ml. A-plan lease, +tax, title & Acquisition Fee 


2 yr.121,000 ml. A-plan lease, +tax, title & Acquisition Fee 


I Automatic! 

16,020 


Bring Us Any Type of 
Vehicle on Trade RV f s, 
ATV’s, Motorcycles, etc . 
IVe Take Them all on Trade! 

BE KBethxsgG EteflMi? 


Per Month 

VE<a3B3E>MV $2023 Due At Signing 

stock Attn: Ford Hourly Retirees 

#602 15 2 yr.121,000 ml. A-plan lease, +fax, title & Acquisition Fee 


Per Month 
$1782 Due 
At Signing 


MEBfcJ Per Month 

JK $ 1985 Due At Signing 

)lan lease, +tax. title & destination. 

',000 Z plan retiree voucher 


MBMMMMBMBI Per Month 

$1998 Due At Signing 

2 yr.121,000 ml. A-plan lease, +tax. title & destination. 

Add $1000 and deposit without voucher Z plan 


2 yr.121,000 ml. A-pl 
Includes $1, 




Eddie] 


All ‘05 Models Below A-Plan Price 


We will beat any competition’s deal! 

SALE ENDS DECEMBER END! 

No Turkey’s - Just Great Deals - No Reasonarle Deal Refused! 


Cert!fSet! used Cars as Sow as 


on Select Monels 

(With Approved CredlV 

TO CHOOSE FROM! Something for Every Budget! 


*IOOO Gift Card 


with purchase of used Expedition 
While supplies last! 




?.j 




■ 


37300 Michi gan Ayenue~at~Newburgh • Wayne • Just East qfl-275 


— »» «» w nu • u ,3 pUl W1 IUOU Ul ICCIOO ui C1 

new vehicle. 1995 or newer, less than 100,000 mile s 
All prior sales excluded. Good through 12/07/05 


ONE PER CUSTOMER 
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